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Vutroductiou 


My interest in family history may have already begun when, at age seven, I 
asked my grandmother, Lucinda Chryst Wire, “Did you come to California in a 
covered wagon?” 

“No, dear,” she replied with a laugh. “We came on the train from Wisconsin.” 

The wife of my husband’s teaching colleague, Leah Kartchner, introduced me 
to the possibilities, methods and resources of studying family history. Using, 
first, the LDS libraries in San Jose and Watsonville, as well as the library of the 
Santa Cruz County Genealogical Society, I soon branched out to LDS libraries in 
Oakland, Santa Monica, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, Reno and Salt Lake City. I 
have used the Genealogy Collection at the Santa Clara County Library, and the 
Map Division at the University of California, Santa Cruz. I have carried on an 
extensive correspondence with relatives, close and distant, and with others 
studying the same family. My informants were Marvel Wire Monroe, Lola Wire 
Martin, Harold C. Wire, Marie Wire Lyman Anderson, and many others. 

I want to thank all of you for filling out and returning the Family Group 
Sheets, which have become part of this publication. Don and June Wire sent 
pictures, as did Virginia Harris and Elmer Martin. Hugh Fellows made many of 
the early family pictures, restoring them to new life. For all who helped in any 
way, especially with encouragement, I am grateful. 

I engaged the services of a professional genealogist, Sonja Hoeke Nishimoto, 
of Salt Lake City. She has poured through dozens of German handwritten 
church records on microfilm. I decided to join the Pfalzich Rheinische 
Familienkund of Ludwigshafen/Rhein and received much help from Herr Oskar 
Poller. And I also joined the South Central Pennsylvania Genealogical Society 
and received help from them, especially Betty Brown and Len Heilman. 

My husband and I have tried to research the family’s history as exhaustively 
as we could. We have visited Ontario, Pomona, California, Hampton in Franklin 
Co., Iowa, Grant County in Wisconsin, Trumbull County in Ohio, Lancaster and 
York Counties in Pennsylvania, and Kaiserslautern, Landau, Godramstein, 
Weinheim, Heidelberg and Hinzweiler in Germany. 
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Weinheim, Hessen, Reformed Church (Altkirche). 
Johan Jacob Wire was pastor here, 1761-1764. 


All information on the Wire family has been submitted for inclusion in the 
Ancestral File of the Family History Department, Salt Lake City, Utah. It 1s 
available to you at your local LDS Family History Center, where you can access 
by computer all the non-living descendants of Jacob and Sarah Wire. 

The Wire name has Many spellings in the old records: Wayer, Wehr, Weiar, 
Weier, Weiers, Weihers, Weiher, Weir, Weire, Weyer, Weyher, Weyre!, 
7 ae eer, Whire, Whyer, Wigir, Wiar, Wiare, Wier and Wyer. 


Weyer is a fairly rare name in today’s Germany. A 1989 list of Weyer families in 
West Germany before reunification numbered about seventy, half of them in the 
Mainz area, the rest scattered in Weinheim, Mannheim, Heidelberg, Landau, 
and elsewhere. 

One notable Weyer, Johann, born in 1515 in Grave, North Brabant, who 
studied medicine in Bonn, Paris and Orleans, was one-time Medical Officer of 
Arnheim. In 1563, he published De Prestigiis Daemonum, a book concerning 
mental illness, which drew the persecution and hatred of his contemporaries, but 
the approval of later generations. Though he believed in the devil, evil 
magicians and witches, he advocated treatment of witches and the possessed by 
physicians, not priests. He regarded mental illness as having natural causes. 
(Ackerknecht, Erwin H. A Short History of Psychiatry, Hafner Publishing Co., 
New York: London 1959. Translated by Sulammith Wolff from the German.) 

I have not discovered the relationship of Johann Weyer to Johan Adam 
Weyer, our earliest known ancestor. (Johan Adam Weyer’s father’s name is 
known — Johannes Weyer — but little is known about him. His estimated birth 
date would be 1600, at least two generations removed from Johann of Grave and 
Arnheim.) 

I must warn the reader that I have made one major assumption: that Ludwig 
Conrad Weyer, born in Kaiserslautern in 1728, is Ludwig Weyer, the immigrant 
to America’s shores about 1749/50. I must leave it to you younger researchers 
(and I hope you can read German records) to disprove my assumption. 

What makes it likely that Ludwig Conrad Weyer is our ancestor? Ludwig 
would have been about 18 years old at the time of his immigration. He married a 
Barbara, the same given name as his grandmother, he named a daughter 
Elizabeth, like his mother, he named a son George, like his brother, and a son 
Jacob, like his father. He helped found a Reform Faith Church in 1767 in 
Conewago township, York County, Pennsylvania, either Zion’s View or 
Quickel’s Church. And last of all, of course, the name is the same 

Because Ludwig had lived in many towns in Germany, he was not tied to a 
hometown. He was a stepson to his mother at home, so he may have felt like an 
outsider. The year he left, his younger brother George left to enter University of 
Heidelberg to train in the Reformed Faith priesthood.. 

An exhaustive search of immigration records, using the many spellings of the 
Wire name, has not turned up the immigration record of any Ludwig Weyer. I 
have not searched the immigration records of Canada. 

I wish to dedicate this modest publication to the past and ongoing Wire 
family, whose numbers continue to grow, to my husband, Scott Creely, bless 
him, who always managed to find minerals, fossils and rocks of interest, 
wherever my genealogical destinations took us. He prepared maps and 
drawings and helped me understand land descriptions. 


“J 









4: lerrall 
Mandan 7 (3 asa 
y 


rnhqim 
peLoli Onershemm 





: % < Tarr, PRS Ruy moneou 
“* a Ty 4 
‘Happen ei tO Ge ast piitersklingen 9 s 
Y oe mbach sane | 
z nt ' 
ep ARyeerers » fis iba 







Nerith 














Ooo 
feral 




































































. sb. jenb: SS 
al Gere Se pen doa PRaptesel / 
Viernho "I ag x, Mi 14 Sa D Fh, te Nan: } 
4 Ae jor rs J2 0 Orevec hs Weinen Ay re eikeone is ey ‘ss Bf bp aN “sf fey ; 
pe ‘ m *Grofkerlbach Viernheigy Et em) 7 hee LVS 
' FRANKE woxalyetonone Om fi corsheimers va " pays 
ay ; sO Kieu «YK Lotzely mewn attic 1) Unter: Bityach Schlorvou 
woh hey ioe ARC [ d sachsen srensbach 4 z 
5 B+ ambshm— Grovrecheytts t J Friedribhsdort Obbr? 
mt s tart) ‘ & heidental 
24 ; hbergkippenwel th ea tiebaiahl Fm Menslceny Fi 
Nex LU D BS Loutershsn. ab, bomp, 4 Ny a) Reisenboés h, 

So ucts i ae Erpolzhm, Maxd {hed By -s Alten. Helligkreurf7 mohi6) we ont at 
rater Tele cat Feuertg y MaxdT /E chriesheim stelnoch (Hod wo: Bélsbachy* 
Meat Ienach “oS re Th om Kr M Wilhe|msfe oat ¢ kel 1 Somplal Wa, 

” wy Ver at - O 
oN Cree irk ates Soene (eae Noe $ Aliceudor TK @Natotcenbae ck tinbe 
‘ol Wachenheim bckenau Wald: Sire ber 





inkenstein oat 15 Gott A AS 


Oberdielb, © Wentbegk Krom 































































































’ Bi Schdlibrunn‘} 
= . Roderronauce ff as \ , ui urn ef 1 schénau Tung anny Fahrenb 
S Negerech senha IN Lieceyy feckachsn!” S»Lindadug Aanknpet asi 
oe - iMchdor iy Kr _ 2 
3 SMeckfnm — o 20 Walds Bx eT eal ‘7 inden Necke tg as 24 ud 
SS 2upperndo. Pi Schile Waldsee Brohl- Peis ys fy f9 Taase ete oe vichbne, ; 3) 
' oO t O- ‘ Wnsigs etl - Mend" / 
= ‘ava S J aN > "_ Scirwotz ge tas 5 bi Auckenlack Fiechen Oats buch ‘ 
Watioch off. “. t Onterstadtscn, Bait LBG ckar- yWaldwimmersb, ° Deut, Y. Ferienstr, = 
4 \1sa7 ‘igge Ketsch. Gained gemy nd gbach Schwa zach! "9 may flpen- oA 
5) ever sO! j tanta Aglésterhs: ~ QDatsee 
=) ; ae heim 77 ce OW breton Reicharithin Sy es ta PMS 
SE eee © NEUSTADT, % = ey Aim AN Sei Nes Sh. y Maver SPs Epfenbach “ Obahe biedeudn. ~ Sulzt 
CS 7 >) we ae Pan SPEEDS ans a Set PE S = 2 27 ets Gi asic Asbach (ee et Akarelz’, 
‘sy ~ & folitay. Srvchho! =r Ceo | Bik OA 2 
So Meatle a te a is ea ag 374 24 Duden iAQSP Ween he Neideosteg Rank chhause t kb 
CD cilemsein AI) : — — DomA:9 : Pc Thy} Fi sn Ne arzimi 
gaia ASS \ cs ( 6 boaamied 1) ck 
Sra —S Foe NN ian "Li srthsn. BAmETAnivOhemt seme See a Ba bien wohepeelns 
led ) H Gom 10 Cerease | oll¢nl 
> “ss n "Ad miershm. i aT Neplushm re aa Mar a _Horrenbg! Daisbe? sti : Her a ar 4 
2 ; Alois ‘ey ° 2 ‘Rieinhs ; alidt Vise ‘ itty. | 7” Neckarmih! 
— ol fegenhm ohm. ber rg s igi ny : a -- Int.-Gimpern m= 
2 nherg aA i pes wechieche Ober ISL ULBHY : aia Hmmeltinc > ope ine =~ Siegel 
UL te sheim pein 4 
& Dantas : . NGngenfeld ‘ tise aghdusAYf/aoisc i = poet pabsieti Bad Rappenau 
. £7] c rol oP i ~ so - + 
= ae i Peat ctacte sneer os Rheinshein ee al ae EAN) tee Month mye Sins Steinsturt; Ehestoch ae Bs 
oe: ef ., 2 ycWicaaina 0, igrlach aes | “8 Ran Sin Ss ~--- Bad Wimpfe 
es . ane eee hd & es pee oN a ERuctwoitds a Stes combech * Treschkingen =F 
os oy \ Germers Me, “Wiosentaliy Kein S- Sstringe Th bahia Steir sat sehen gan _Borifeld Gant 
N “Oners th / " » 4 FT osivib idhst wae outs ber, S ee Fert, DE atisinl 
mi" “Ollend- heim Bel haim i 5 hénb ety rs Kigchardt ua Hi 
} aviary -Rudhen fo | »(Schdnborn Ae jjsbac sara 5 
_ aa 0. Queichhm ~Keuite + Saaddechan i tam aa Wietffeld mae 5 oa” Mins i ae Aerwanget SN 
Landay Sud 24 / 08 en mbrucke PS aw pe coaiees’ oa Isen aenetes \ CMassenbj seal 
n 1 l¢ reim?- Neudorf_ Off denhrat. Rl apc! 
gee arenes y ordt '™Graben- “7% a al Zettera  Oce nnn: ae Tielen: rs 1 Gemmgn. eis i 
ad peshb te" 5 tec “ eS u -Lein: 
? eee Eo GEM Y zheim fe ‘af le i UEC r Nagi Lakdshovsesm Deiter 















i ercheim ku ordl ” Hoclist 
? f m 24 
er Rheinz 


Leimer hetas 
westen (g 
25 


(2 eopord 











Karisol ners Censinioanet 


ee 


/ 
rhstetten 


sonal Neuthardt D, 


aed 83 Spock 
hodrichst ea hen: iF fr 
tuten-_\ <> Heidelsh 
Yat Aff Ae 
*Grombach 


j es Baitietaceh Q F 
- nyt ; | ; 
vee f 75 ’ ; 4 KD < Helmshm' 
derotfilags +2" ; ‘on Sle bs 
ete ld farms Lape & Par fis 4 ‘Conde 
ey on ; cin 
‘ ’ : “Wypi en 


6 
— ‘vbwrighole batichhs ina hmalensieln Diede 
AINDOULG fai obithavschen 


































Maximal 


vm Walzbach 
Shiels... i. 15 eo Fa] 
“ ty” weal d pocugi 
pee Brenwaldmuhle 
i Mee Schober 
. * as SM. al 
aos Fn sagh ty 


ADAC Algemeine Deutschland Auto Club. 





1. Philip Wire. (Frontispiece) 
2. Weinheim, Hessen, Reformed Church (Altkirche). 
3. The modern map of central Rheinpfalz. 8 
4. Four-generation ancestor chart. 12 
5. Weinheim, Hessen, Germany today. 14 
6. Siebeldingen Valley, Rheinpfalz, Germany. 14 
7. The area of destruction of Rheinpfalz, 1688/98. 16 
8. Marriage record, Johan Adam Weyrer & Anna M. Riebel, 1660. 18 
9. The Pfalzisches Pfarrer und Schulmeisterbuch. 20 
10. The baptismal record, of Johan Thomas Weyer, Heidelberg, 1707. 22 
11. A page from the Reformed Church Book of Mannheim,Germany. 23 
12. The death record of Johan Adam Weyrer, 1674. 25 
13. The 1732 baptismal record of Jacob Weyer, son of Johan and Anna 
Weyer, grandson of Hans Jacob and Anna Elizabeth Weyer. 25 
14. Baptismal record of Ludwig Conrad Weyer, Kaiserslautern, 1728. 26 
15. The Godramstein, Pfalz, Kirchenbuch Index, 1660. 27 
16. Katherine Schmidt Wire Hake, wife of Samuel Wire (Weyer). 28 
17. Evolution of townships in York County, PA, between 1749 & 1891. 30 
18. A recent map of Newberry and Conewago Counties, PA. 32 
19. David Quickel’s map of early landholders in Conewago. 34 
20. The York County Militia Certificate of Ludwig Weyer Jr. 36 
21. Conewago township, showing the lands of Ludwig Weyer. 37 
22. Ludwig Weyer’s original land holding, about 1763-4. 39 
23. A subsequent survey of additions to Ludwig’s land, 1767. 40 
24. The survey of a major addition to Ludwig Weyer’s land, about 1791. 41 
25. The survey of Ludwig’s lands, 1791, showing final acreage. 42 
26. The will of Catherine Ort, mother of Catherine Ort Schmitt, 1817. 47 
27. Jacob Wire, son of Samuel Wire and Catherine Schmidt. 47 
28. The farmhouse of Jacob and Sarah Wire, Mott township, 
Franklin County, Iowa. 49 
29. The farmhouse, pasture and land of Jacob and Sarah Wire, 
Franklin County, Iowa. 49 
30. The bed of Samuel and Katherine Weyer. 50 
31. Mary “Polly” Sparks Wagoner Brown. 52 
32. George Waggoner, younger brother to Jacob Wagoner. 92 
33. Sarah Cochran Sparks, wife of Abel Sparks. 54 


10 


chran, father to Mary Sparks. 54 


Co a 
Abel Sparks, pee on their wedding day- = 
Ira F. Wire and Lucineé tra FE. Wire with their family. 
Lucinda Chryst Wire and ; 57 
Sarah Jane Wagoner Wire. 57 
Elizabeth Wagoner Wanamaker. A 59 
-ng of the Wire family in cee 60 
eee ay gathering in 1910. 
. Key to the Wire en Wire and Loetta Parr; Frank Wire. 62 
. Ki T 
Kay to the map of Pomona and Claremont ars. = 
a ie of Pomona and Claremont area, California. 65 
_ Musette Katherine Wire Dunlop. 65 
- Vinette and Hattie Wire and family. ae < 
arks, the Hakes, Jacob Waggoner — ; 
Seas Lima township, Grant County, Wisconsin. — fs 
- ‘The land transactions of Jacob Wire, Grant County, Wisconsin. 6 
. Ballantine House, Boonville, Missouri. 68 
. Marriage certificate of Jacob Waggoner and Polly Sparks, 1830. 68 
. Lands of Jacob Wire, Franklin County, Iowa; 
First Congregational Church, Hampton. 69 
. History of Franklin & Cerro Gordo Counties. 70 
. The “Mary Jane Sheldon Spoons”. 71 
. The Federal Censuses of 1860, for Clifton, Grant County, 
Wisconsin, and of 1880, for Mott township, Iowa. 72 
. Account of Sarah Wagoner Wire’s brother, Jacob Harrison, 
at the Battle of Chickamauga, during the Civil War. 73-4 
. Ira F. Wire's cabin, Lake Arrowhead. 75 
- Wedding picture of Lela Wire Martin and Harry C. Martin, 1918. 77 
. Adorah Wire Roach Smith. 77 
- Loetta Parr (Wire) with her brothers and sisters. 78 
. Frank W. Wire. 78 
! ae and Loetta Wire's farmhouse, on Chino Boulevard. 80 
ane cover of “Chasing Gold” by Gertrude and Harold Wi 
: Sons Wire and the Karakul sheep business ; a7 es 
- Newspaper notices an oe 7 
Sis ee ae oe ne of Jacob Wire, 1905. 84 
, esidence in Chino. 85 


Table of (Couteute page 
Chapter 1: Onigins iu Germany 13 
Johan Adam Weyrer and Magdalena Riebel 
Chapter 2: Tinmignation to simenita 2 
Ludwig Weyer: Our Honored Immigrant Ancestor 
Anna Barbara Fink 
Ludwig Weyer Jr. and Maria Elizabeth Miller 
Chapter 8: From Pennsyluania to Ohio 44 
Catherine Schmidt and Samuel Weyer 
Chapter $: Wisconsin aud Seyoud 5t 
Jacob Wire 
Sarah Jane Wagoner 
Ira F. Wire 
Vinette Wire 
Chapter 5: Towa aud California 76 
Adorah Blanche Wire 
Frank W. Wire 
Family Group Sheets 57 
Judex 127 
Gone to Glory 138 
Biographic history of the Clemmer Family phil 





CL 


4no4 


44UY9 LOJsaouy UOlvaua8- 


FOUR GENERATION ANCESTOR CHART 


, 



























i : 
Name of Compiler. Pevetly. fan Lrsalay FOUR GENERATION ANCESTOR CHART NamalotiCorpile eet 
Persona No. | on this chart is the same Persoa No. 1 on this chart is the same 
Address No. 
< person as No. on chart No c Chart No._/ Assess. person as chan chart No_1_. Chart No._2 
City, State 4 City, State SS eee dee 
Date 
4 PO. Polya nn. 
=F J ove De rig 
<_< oo «< mre , ba v 
~~ «< oe 
One of Marringe 
in Bie Mee 12 May fe ee 4 
8. Cady ta Feats 





ev. TZ 


Tian cate teoh 

























' pi Lane 
aa Coveutage eT) yn C, Dr 
EN pr 1704 
“ a il aecaeey 10 
p.m. Was BLAME 
a /% 
pd Aer’ 
: a 17 Abu. ee 
are Aa Lats BASES [pide Coders LH. BD. Maledory 
3 Nav. Thy goue C., : ca BT Case 
-d. Crnswage Top Uporee C, B p.b. a 
‘ a an GB C P, ° Lo 4 = p.d. 
1 Teed Wars, an ?. v b teae 7 [Red 
B19 Od. 1£27 9p 17 Ay. SILT BO ee 
pb. Coeur S39 cf Klo., m s7575 
Se % pm Yni\lncnilin C. Yh 
pm. C/,47au ss Wis 
nage e 7p 
you GF 











3 
>. 1 £04 C. A 
Pe ore GC Ta 


Yinprea, Ao ahh 


Pe 


Sanel Wag encr/ se Tee 
math * pd Comaurays ay Yann G 4 h b. aan) phere > Lance 
a7 M Tap. Ynk pd Comawnge Mp. yaG, 


a 41 Dear sl : ‘ 
} LA GC, Cr 


1; Origine tu Germany 


Golan Adam Weyrer aud Hana Magdalena Riehel 


On 26th November, 1660, in Godramstein, near Landau in western Germany, 
Herr Johan Adam Weyerer, a 28 year-old Korptalzischer Gerichtschreiber (court 
reporter) of Siebeldingen Tal, married Anna Magdalena Riebel, aged 18 years. 
She was the oldest child and daughter of Nicolaus Riebel, village mayor of 
Kirchwangen, and Maria Elizabetha Riebel. They married in the Evangelist 
Church, so were clearly Protestant, and probably belonged to the Reformed 
Church of the Calvinists. 

Johan must have been an important man in his little village. He could 
obviously read and write clearly. Gerichtschreibers are specifically mentioned in 
the village censuses of the 16th and 17th centuries. Indeed, he may have been the 
most prominent man of the village. That would explain how he won a mayor's 
daughter. 

Eighteen years earlier, Anna had been christened in Landau, so her family 
had been in the area many years. On the other hand, it’s possible that the 
Weyrers, or their forebears, had migrated into the area from Canton Zurich, 
Switzerland, for it is not distant. I have not undertaken the research to determine 
if that was the case. But I do know that the name Weiher or Weyer means “the 
fishpond” in German. So, maybe Weyerer means “keeper of the fishpond”. I also 
discovered that, by this time, Johan’s father, Johannes Weyrer, of Siebeldingen, 
was not living.’ 

Research on the family’s origins could logically be directed to the nearest 
towns in the Alsace area where there were Reformed Church communities, such 
as Strasbourg. Anna Riebel’s predecessors could be found in the records of 
Zweibriicken to the west, or in one of its nearby villages. Zweibriicken had been 
a place of refuge for the Hugenots from sixteenth century France. 

Godramstein and Siebeldingen were only small villages. A 1579 population 
count has survived for Godramstein which states that it had “94 in all total of 
adults, including the Gerichtschreiber.” The population growth was small. War, 
devastation and disease must have all taken their toll. A 1611 count shows only a 
small increase to “110 total adults, including the Gerichtschreiber.” ; 
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Weinheim, Hessen, Germany today. Johan Jacob Weyer lived here when he 
was a minister of the Reformed Faith Church. 
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These tiny villages of Godramstein, Siebeldingen and Kirchwangen are set close 
together, two kilometers to the east of Landau, and eight kilometers west of 
Speyer, on the West Bank of the Rhine. It is an area of Germany known as Pfalz 
or, more commonly, as the Palatinate. 

The Palatinate became the bulwark of the Protestant cause during the 
Reformation, but it was devastated during the conflicts of the Thirty Years’ War 
(1620-1646) when Catholic troops laid it to waste. The Peace of Westphalia, 
which ended the war, in effect turned many German principalities and 
bishoprics into French dependencies. France gained control of Alsace-Lorraine 
and its new border extended from the Rheinpfalz to Switzerland. It ran only a 
few miles south of Godramstein. It was ravaged again during the War of the 
Grand Alliance (1689-97) by the soldiers of Louis XIV of France causing many 
Germans to emigrate. They came especially to Pennsylvania in America, and 
became known as the Pennsylvania Dutch. ‘Dutch’ is, in fact, an anglicised 
rendering of ‘Deutsch’, meaning German. 

The Reformed Faith, or Evangelische Kirche, was created during the 16th 
century Reformation. Only after the great controversy between Protestants in 
1529, concerning the Lord’s Supper, did they demarcate themselves into 
Lutheran and Calvinist. It was the Calvinists who went on using the title 
Reformed. They were established in this part of the Rheinpfalz before the 
Lutheran Churches. Their records begin in Siebeldingen in 1556 and in 
Godramstein in 1549." 

The French border lies just to the south and the area has been repeatedly 
overrun by military actions throughout its history. There has been frequent 
destruction of life and property and, with it, the loss of church and civic records. 

The area was claimed by France in the 17th and 18th centuries as part of its 
lands. And Catholic France was anxious to quell its strong Protestantism, 
especially as the Palatinate had become a refuge for Calvinists and other 
Protestants from the Netherlands, France and Switzerland. This is another 
reason to suppose the Weyrers may have migrated to the area. 

Whilst, under the Peace of Westphalia, the Protestant bishoprics were 
formally recognized, giving them a certain amount of security, this was purely 
on paper. Religious tolerance was no more in evidence than before the war. 

Landau was occupied by the French from 1680 to 1815, and they built a 
fortress there from 1688-91. Those years marked a period of intense and 
mindless destruction by the French, which included the destruction of Worms, 
Speyer, Mannheim and Heidelberg. Under the Treaty of Rijswijk in 1697, 
Catholicism was reimposed upon the area although, in 1705, a declaration 
granted equal rights to Calvinists and Catholics. 

Accordingly, this was an extremely dangerous time for many Germans in the 


Palatinate, and many decided to leave for a country of greater religious 
tolerance. 
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Other reasons for emigration were more mundane. There was severe crop failure 
in the vineyards around the middle of the eighteenth century, as well as 
destruction from wild birds. Feudalism, in its death-throes, was trying to hang 
on by increasing its burden on the poor. Taxes rose, there was oppressive 
compulsory service to the overlords, and long-standing grazing and wood- 
gathering rights were revoked." 

When Nicolaus Riebel was born in 1595 in Zweibriicken, a fair-sized town 
about twenty kilometers west of Godramstein, he was due to spend most of his 
life surrounded by war and fear and death. He described himself in the records 
as a Zweibriickischer Keller, or a waiter from Zweibriicken. He died in 1679 at 
age 84 in Godramstein, on the eve of the French taking over his country.” 

Therefore, Johan Adam Weyer, born in the middle of the Thirty Years War, 
spent most of his life in an area of Europe ravaged by conflict. Yet he did his best 
to raise a family. By 1674, he and Magdalena had had six children. Anna 
Catherina was born in 1660, and perhaps named for Adam’s mother, by then 
deceased. Maria Magdalena was born about 1662, Johan Adam born in 1666, 
Ludwig born in 1669, Hans George born in 1671, and Hans Jacob born in 1673.° 

In 1674, Johan Adam Weyrer, by then aged 42, died, as did his little son 
Ludwig, aged just five and a half, and possibly Maria Elizabeth Riebel, mother 
of Anna Magdalena Riebel Weyrer. These multiple deaths may have been the 
result of a military action, starvation or an epidemic. The widowed Anna 
Magdalena’s children were fourteen, twelve, eight, three and one year of age, 
respectively. Life for them must have been extremely hard. Perhaps they and 
their mother went to stay with her father in Kirchwangen, until he died in 1679. 

In 1680, Anna Magdalena, Johan’s widow, remarried. Her second husband 
was Johan Henrich Munch. Another child, Maria Magdalena, died in 1692, aged 
thirty. She was not married. Perhaps she was sickly, or suffered from a long- 
term illness. 

The present Reformed Church building of Godramstein was rebuilt in 1674, 
though the records begin much earlier. The question arises, what happened 
before 1674? Perhaps the previous church was burnt down by the French. 
Perhaps the community was growing, and needed a larger building. The 
Lutheran Church of Landau, on the other hand, dates from 1522, according to 
the plaque on it at the corner of Martin Luther Strasse and Stiftsplatz. 
Interestingly, the building was converted from a Catholic Church built in 1291. 

Godramstein and Siebeldingen are located amongst the vineyards covering 
the western slopes of the Rhine Valley. One can just see from Godramstein the 
tower of the cathedral at Speyer. Landau is on the so-called Weinstrasse, the 
commercial wine route to the north, and especially to Kaiserslautern. 
Godramstein is today a very small town, and contains within it a very tiny 
walled section attesting to past size and past dangers. 
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— 
The marriage certificate of Johan Adam Weyerer and Anna Magdalena Riebel, 1660. 


But what of the children of Johan Adam and Magdalena Weyrer? I could learn 
nothing about the oldest son, Johan Adam. However, Hans George and Jacob 
show up in the church records, respectively, of Mannheim and Heidelberg. Both 
are shoemakers and later bookmakers for, of course, early books were leather 
bound. 
Hans George (shown as Johann Georg on the certificate) married Anna 
Barbara Lédes of Mallsdorg in 1700 in Mannheim. He was twenty-nine when he 
married, whilst Anna was probably younger. She was to die about twenty years 
later.’Records point to the Lédes family originating in Malsdorf, near Taufstaten. 
Six children had been born to them by 1712. Johan Jacob was born in 1701, but 
died two years later. Johan Daniel was born in 1703, and another Jacob was born 
in 1704. He may well have been named after the deceased Johan Jacob. In April 
1706, they had their first daughter, Rosina Catharina, and in 1709, their fourth 
son, Johan George. Finally, their second daughter was born in March 172s 
The sponsor at the baptism of Jacob was Johan Jacob, brother of George, 
shoemaker of Heidelberg. George’s wife, Anna Barbara, died around 1718-1720, 
for George remarried Anna Eva Best in 1720. Once again, one parent of a large 
family had died, leaving the other to struggle on and try to find another spouse 
to help them raise their growing family. Their eldest son, Johan Daniel, would 
have been a teenager by then, probably helping his father with his work while 
trying to study for university. Probably Rosina, just twelve or fourteen when her 
mother died, had to carry on with the housework, do the cooking and cleaning, 
and try her best to replace her mother. Those must have been very trying times. 
George died in 1744, although Anna lived on till 1756. That teenage son, Johan 
Jacob, entered the University of Heidelberg in 1718, and prepared for service in 
the Reformed Faith ministry. Heidelberg was the oldest university in Germany, 
founded in 1386, originally as a Catholic place of study. During the Reformation, 
it became the center for Protestant learning and scholarship. Johan’s presence 
has been entered into The Pfdlzisches Pfarrer und Schulmeisterbuch (The Pfalz 
Minister and Schoolmaster Book, by George Biundo): 
Johann Jakob Weyer, von Mannheim, Sohn des Jakob Weyer, 1718 
immatr. in Heidelberg, Prifect in Kaiserslautern, Pfarrer in Spesbach, bis 
1729 Pfarrer in Steeg, 1729-1733 Pfarrer in Stadecken, 1733-1744 Pfarrer 
in Walldorf bei Heidelberg, 1744-1761 Pfarrer in Aldstadt, 1761 bis 1764 
Pfarrer und Inspekter in Weinheim a.d. Bergstrasse. 

(Translation:) 


Johann Jakob Weyer, of Mannheim, son of Jakob Weyer, entered 
Heidelberg University in 1718, was prefect in Kaiserslautern, minister in 
Spesbach, minister in Steeg until 1729, minister in Stadecken from 1729 
to 1733, minister in Walldorf near Heidelberg from 1733 to 1744, then 
from 1744 to 1761 minister in Aldstadt and, from 1761 until 1764, 
minister and inspector in Weinheim an der Bergstrasse. 
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Die heutige unierte Pfarrei Spesbach le 1818 
der aufgehobenen lutherischen Pfarrei Suitenden ee te Seclle 
Pfarrei gchorte bis 1857 auch Landstuhl. Parochialorte sind Katzenbach, 
Schrollbach, Hauptstuhl, Hitschenhausen und Nanzdiezweiler. In dem kur- 
pfalzischen Katzenbach waren dic Lutheraner nach Rockenhausen 
gepturct. In dem kurpfilzischen Schrollbach gehorten die Lutheraner 
nach Glanmunchweiler, die Reformierten nach Spesbach bezw. Steinwenden. 
In dem sickingischen Hauptstuhi warea die Lutheraner nach Labach 
geptarrt. In dem kurpfalzischen Hitscheohausen waren die Luthe- 
raner nach Glanmunchweiler, seit 1724 nach Steinwenden, die Reformierten 
stets nach Steinwenden gepfarrt. 












Als Pfarrcer wirkten in Spesbach: 





1. Aron Heiscrmann, 1555. 

2. Polander, vor 1597. 

3. Matthias Thor mann (Turmann), von Allendorf, Sohn des Burgers 
Turmann, 1573—1576 Stipendiat in Marburg, 1576 ff. Schulmeister in ?, 
1§97—1618 Pfarrer in Spesbach. 

4. Johann Christian Frisius, 1613—1618 Kollaborator in Alzey, 
1618—1621 Pfarrer in Spesbach. 

5. Johannes Hochspeyer, von Freilaubersheim, 1610 immatr. in 
Heidelberg, 1611—1615 Schulmeister in Freilaubersheim, 1615—1621 Pfarrer 
in Laubenheim a. d. Nahe, 1621 ff. Pfarrer in Spesbach, dann wieder Pfarrer 
in Laubenheim, wo er, bei Einfithrung des katholischen Bekenntnisses ab- 
gesetzt, noch 1628 wohnt. 

SS 6. Johann Jakob Weyer, von Mannheim, Sohn des Jakob Weyer, 
1718 immatr. in Heidelberg, Prafekt in Kaiserslautern, Pfarrer in Spesbach, 
bis 1729 Pfarrcr in Steeg, 1729—1733 Pfarrer in Stadecken, 17}3—1744 
Pfarrer in Walldorf bei Heidelberg, 1744—1761 Pfarrer in Altstadt4)1761 
Dis 1704 Tiuucr wud inopekter in Weirhrim a. 4. Rerestrafe. 

7. Heinrich Wilhelm Leonhard, geb. 17. Dezember 1753 zu Mons- 
heim,, Sohn des Pfarrers Heinrich Wilhelm Leonhard, 1784—1826 Pfarrer 
in Steinwenden, 1826—1830 Pfarrer in Spesbach, t 13. Mai 1830. 

8. Johann Friedrich Melsheimer, geb. 3. Mai 1803 zu Kleinfisch- 
lingen, Sohn des Pfarrers Dr. Ludwig Friedrich Melsheimer, 1831—1851 
Pfarrer in Spesbach, 1851 in Ruhe (trubsinnig), ¢ 3. Juli 1862. 

Werke: Ubersetzung des Buches Hiob und der Spriiche Salomonis. 

9. Johann Ludwig Albert Schatzler, 1852—1860 (214). 

10. Johannes Haas, 1861—1868 (75). 

11. Johann Jakob Koch, 1869—1876 (54). 



















Note that Biundo erroneously lists Pfarrer Jacob “von Mannheim” as son of 
Jacob Weyer. Further on, there is another entry, this time for his son: 
Georg Renatus Weyer, von Steeg, Sohn des Pfarrers Johann Jakob Weyer, 
1746 immatr. in Heidelberg, 1762-1768 Pfarrer in Einselthum, 1768 bis 
1774 Pfarrer in Essenheim, 1774-1786 Pfarrer in Katzweiler. 
(Translation:) 
Georg Renatus Weyer, of Steeg, son of Minister Johann Jakob Weyer, 
entered Heidelberg University in 1746, from 1762-1768 was minister in 
Einselthum, from 1768 until 1774 was minister in Essenheim, and from 
1774-1786 was minister in Katzweiler.’ 

Johan Jacob Weyer, Pfarrer (minister) of the Reformed Church at Durkheim 
married Elizabetha Rettig in Hinzweiler, a tiny town north of Kaiserslautern, on 
16 June 1727.’ Even now it seems remote and can only be reached on a narrow, 
twisting road. When I arrived there on a Sunday morning, the church bells were 
ringing and people were walking to church. 

The Rettigs had come to Kaiserslautern via Switzerland and Landau, in the 
mid-sixteenth century. 

Present at the wedding in the Reformed Faith church were Elizabetha’s father, 
Bartholomeus Rettig, Mayor of Kaiserslautern, and Jacob’s father, Johan George 
Weyer, the Schumakermeister of Mannheim. We can presume that Elizabetha’s 
mother was dead for it was usual to list all close relatives present. Johan George 
Weyer of Mannheim had by this time lost his first wife and remarried Anna Eva 
Best, who did not attend. 

Clearly, the family was still pre-eminent amongst the local community. 
Shoemaking was a skilled craft, as was bookbinding. And, once again, a Weyer 
managed to win a mayor’s daughter. 

Pfarrer Jacob, son of Johann George, son of Johan Adam Weyer, had attended 
the University of Heidelberg in preparation for the ministry from 1718-1720. His 
mother may have died during his stay, for his father remarried in 1720. He no 
doubt absorbed, along with his learning, the missionary excitement of the school 
and the times. He may have wished those of his classmates well who were 
bound for service with German congregations in America. 

For whatever reasons, he chose not to go with them, and served all his life in 
the Rhine/Pfalz/Baden area. He may have felt a strong sense of responsibility to 
his younger siblings, or have wanted to protect an aging father and his Uncle 
Jacob. He probably lived with his uncle in Heidelberg during his student days. 
Certainly Heidelberg, with its river front traffic, did and does, inspire youthful 
dreams of travel, adventure, and even spiritual quest. How natural for Ludwig, 
his first-born son, to live out his father’s dreams. 

Ludwig was born on 26th April, 1728, in Kaiserslautern, during the time his 
father was minister in Steeg bei Bacharach. By 1733, Johan Jacob Weyer had 
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was born on 16th April, 1751, in Weinheimbaden Aldstadt, during the time her 


father was minister there. 
In 1701, Johann George’s brother Hans Jacob, a shoemaker and bookmaker of 


Heidelberg, married Anna Elizabeth de Walburg, daughter of Fea ee 
of Landau. Interestingly, this is a Franco-German name typica® of E Coes 
now Alsace-Lorraine, or of Switzerland. With the French occupation, obviously 
French civilian families had come to the Palatinate over the years and 
intermarried. Perhaps Anna was from one of them. Or perhaps she was another 
Swiss immigrant from persecution.” 

Twin boys, George and Isais, were baptized on 16th June, 1702, in Heidelberg 
Reformed Church — the Spital Kirche. The sponsors were Johan George Weyer, 
shoemaker and bookmaker of Mannheim, and Esais de Walburg, citizen of 
Landau. Other children followed. Jacob was born in June 1705, Johan Thomas in 
November 1707, Christina in February 1711, and Lucas in June 1713. Johan 
Thomas went on to marry Ann Margaret, who died about 1731. Soon afterwards, 
he married Anna Catherina Barbara. The baptismal record of their first son, 
Jacob, born in May 1732, can be seen in the records of the Spital Kirche in 
Heidelberg. 

So, Hans Jacob had a large and successful family, like his father and 
grandfather before him. And, once again, there was the early death of a parent. 
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The 1732 baptismal record of Jacob Weyer, son of fohan Thomas and Anna Catharina 


Weyer, grandson of Hans Jacob and Anna E lizabeth Weyer. 


Micbort ca Gps ae 


Dah 4 Slase/ linen Wage 70 Dew. 161 


g hl di er hs K6 imbue 


(asi) 


Death record of Johan Adam Weyer, 1674. 
———————— 


amas S751, 


“a 
| ie Yon 
” cept ALES a i. 
brn los | 
Soke deo ar | 
= a apne GE “= 


‘ dor eeae intl 


BAIT 











= 


| PE: 
Shen dhced Majer \f oe - 

aie en ges 

lef rt us A 





igor p 

ae a 

le oe ie 
The baptismal re 


ord o; of Ludwig Conrad Weyer, Kaiserslautern, 1728. 


26 





Gedramstein Ludax —ase— Kichwbuce | 
) Heirat| | 
e ey +t a ; 


i eer es 
| WW) ed hae | ; Ing oy : 





; ; ya Catt . | A245 a 
an heatha |: AGPR #29 ath 647. 1h: loesrncud Kose | 
: Ee a 
g Weyrer (wey hem, Ud erertr ) ~ ? | nap 
5 27734 “Maar Marik 1658 1g “Pans UW) ey trer Conrad 2798 
: ont anti an ; 1663 oe One 27299 
S 27 Phan Mew _ ae ie arp tbbe we | 48o0 
ae B: co Riek lenin sdoguateeen | 
= 277-9 | pe ON iia “Nobo % Par. ane 27742 ‘ Aoi 
F 278 kote dogdaleua re. bap 434 aise | te peum 25H | 20% 
Z V281 hatdnig MGpe +26 , Pe aes £803 
27-82, Fhoun Meu Nobo Ly ; 
Haur § opi 42 468 Sof 
2723 tre b, W ene 
a284 Poin Fark Aops 48 4" 


kirchenrat Landeskirchliches Archiv 
2. perkir / 
7 See Family Group Sheet lische O: 


ange 
See pages 233 and ee og Evang 
KB Mannheim Dtsch ref, Wey 
° See Family Group ee ai sities me 
” See Family Group ale Reform records of Sy Hee Leg rae epee ee 
ea i TF a, Spital Kirche 
: 1 ea Peele Spital. 





Katherine Schmidt Wire Hake 


28 


2: Coming to America 


The chapter of our family’s history that takes place in America begins with the 
religious, and from an area wracked by war, crop failure and persecution of 
religious groups. 

A spirit of uncertainty and unrest had spread throughout Europe, especially 
Germany, and the ten years up to 1754 were the heaviest period of migration 
from the Palatinate area. Researchers have also suggested that this was a time 
when many young German men found it difficult to get married in their home 
country — perhaps because of lack of land, or unemployment and low wages. 

Ludwig’s father and brother were both ministers of the Reformed Church and 
it was to a community of German Reformed Church members in Pennsylvania 
that he went, doubtless in search of the freedom to pursue his spiritual dream. 

Ludwig immigrated to America while his father and siblings were living in 
Waldorf, around the year 1746, the very year brother George Renatus went off to 
Heidelberg for preparation in the ministry. He would have been 18 years of age. 
No immigration record confirms this, even after an exhaustive search of the 
records, using all the various spellings of Weyer, including Vire and Fire. I must 
admit that I haven’t searched through the immigration records of Canada, and 
it’s possible he entered there. However, this is highly unlikely. Why should he 
go to Canada, when he was heading for Pennsylvania, especially as it was 
controlled by the French and in the midst of a war? 

1746 was in the middle of King George’s War, one of a series of struggles 
between the British colonies and the French. Although this was followed by a 
few years of peace, another bloody conflict erupted in 1754, known as the Great 
War for the Empire. For the first time, sizable numbers of troops were sent from 
Britain to the colonies. It was in this war that Britain won Quebec from the 
French, Florida from the Spanish, and all territory east of the Mississippi. It also 
marked the beginning of increased taxation, as Britain demanded the colonies 
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help pay for the war. The war ended in 1763, and within thirteen years, those 
taxes had become so onerous that the War of Independence had begun. Thus 
Ludwig’s life in America would have been dominated by the distant thunder of 
guns, and probably repeated calls on him and his family to join the military and 
make other sacrifices for war. 

The area Ludwig migrated to is in south-eastern Pennsylvania, with the 
Maryland border to the south and the Susquehanna River to the north. The two 
main towns were Hanover, within ten miles of the state border, and York, 
further to the east. At the time, the area was known as Lancaster County, but 
then became York County as the population grew and the area was subdivided. 
Later, York County was also divided, until now it is a patchwork of townships 
— Newberry, Fairview, Dover and Conewago. (See the map of the evolution of 
York County townships, page 31.) The township of York was a reserved estate, 
or manor, established in 1741 by the sons of William Penn, proprietors and 
governors-in-chief of Pennsylvania. Thomas Cookson laid out the town in that 
year, with 256 plots covering 103 acres.’ 

Today, Interstate 83 plows through this area, dotted with a few remaining 
Germanic and religious township names — Strinestown, Zion’s View, Shiloh 
and Emigsville. The Weyer family eventually acquired land throughout what is 
now Conewago township. (See the map on page 34.) The original acreage is in 
the center of the township, near Strinestown. 

Ludwig does not show up on the early church records or tax records of 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. He does not appear in the church records of 
York County until 1755, on the occasion of the birth of his second son, Johannes, 
at Trinity Reformed Church in York. It is known that his first-born son was 
named Ludwig, Jr., and that he was born about 1753. 

Where was Ludwig living from 1746 to 1755? It’s possible he was working for 
Johan Sebastian Fink, later his father-in-law. Sebastian had bought a large 
acreage in Newberry township, Lancaster County in 1742. These lands on the 
west side of the Susquehanna became York County in 1749. 

Sebastian had arrived as a single man in 1727. He came from the town of 
Reihen, in the Kirchardt region of Germany. That same year, he married 
Christina Liebi, who had arrived in America on the same ship as him, the 
William and Sarah, and they began to raise a family. 

In 1752, their oldest son, Sebastian, and his wife, had a child baptized in the 
Reformed Church in York. The Finks began to follow their grown children to 
York County around 1751-2 and Sebastian Sr. took up his lands in Newberry 
township. A hundred acres of this land were sold to his son Martin Fink in 1752.° 

So it was around 1752 that Ludwig and Anna Barbara, oldest daughter of 
Johan Sebastian Fink, were married. No one has located a marriage record. 
Ludwig was named administrator of the estate of Sebastian Fink, with others, 
indicating a high degree of trust by the senior Sebastian, since he did have 
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several sons who might well have served. This suggests a long period of 
association before his death in 1763.* 

Ludwig Weyer had four sons, Ludwig Jr., Johannes, Rinehart and Jacob, plus 
four daughters, Maria Margaret, Elizabeth Maria, Maria Barbara, and Elinor. 
The family first appears on the tax lists of Newberry township (now Conewago) 
in 1762, taxed at a minimum amount. At the time, he had no lands listed. 
However, by 1765 he had to pay taxes on fifty acres, comprising twenty cleared 
and ten sowed, as well as on one cow and three horses. 

This is extremely interesting. His taxes rose sharply eleven years before the 
Declaration of Independence in 1776. Was Ludwig angry at this new tax, just 
like many of his countrymen? Did he feel that same resentment, and join in the 
desire to be independent? This was also a time of resentment for the older 
communities in Pennsylvania, as a huge new wave of Scots, Irish and New 
Englanders came into the colony. There was also deep resentment at the 
activities of land speculators, trying to cheat the new immigrants. New taxes and 
laws were being imposed by London. It was a time of anger and resentment. To 
what extent could the peace-loving German community stay aloof from this 
wave sweeping the young nation? 

In 1768 — seven years before the war began, when Britain’s hold was already 
wavering — he was again taxed at a minimum, and likewise in 1772. Hardly 
evidence of a rising tax burden. He must have been growing in prosperity, 
however because, in 1783, the year the war ended, he was taxed on two hundred 
acres, with seven inhabitants, two houses, one barn, three horned cattle, three 
horses and four sheep, valued in all at £343 18s. 8d. So, little changed. In 1795, 
Ludwig — probably Ludwig Jr. — was taxed 10s 5d on an estimated value of 
£166.0.0d, for one hundred and eighty acres, three cattle and two horses. The 
fledgling nation, having won the war against taxes, was now imposing its own. 

Rinehart disappeared from the area, probably in 1777, only to return many 
years later, after his father’s, and his brother’s, death. This was just a year or so 
into the War of Independence, and may well have had something to do with it. 

The 1788 tax roll of York County lists Ludwick Weir Jr. as having seventy 
acres of land, a house 30 x 20 feet and a wooden barn 50 x 20 feet, on land 
adjacent to an Andrew Miller. This name will have significance later on for our 
story. On the same list in Newberry township is John Weir (Ludwig's brother), 
who had a two-storied house that was 30 x 26 feet and made of wood, with 
thirteen windows and twenty-seven lights, plus some hundred and twenty acres 
of land.‘ In 1783, Newberry township had 296 houses and a population of 1,704.” 

We also know that, in 1767, Ludwig Weyer Sr. purchased lands in Newberry 
township. This is evident in the early maps on pages 31-34. In that year, Ludwig 
Weir, Frederick Eicholtz, and Henry Shunk secured thirty acres of land for the 
erection of a stone meeting house, to be used by the Reformed Faith community 
of the Newberry township area (now Conewago township). It was called Zion's 
View or “Quickel’s Church.” See the David Quickel map on page 35 for its 
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location. In 1850, the church was rededicated for use as a school house, and the 
church building was replaced. Prior to 1767, the community worshipped in the 
city of York, four miles away.’ 

In 1790, Ludwig Weyer appears on the Federal Census of York County, 
Newberry township with a family consisting of one “free white male” over 
sixteen, three white males below sixteen years, one “free white female”, and no 
slaves.” 

Ludwig Weyer Sr. had died by 1790/1, possibly around 1785. As he was born 
in 1728, he was about sixty when he passed away. His son, Ludwig Weyer Jr. 
was the executor or administrator of his estate. The volume containing the estate 
records is missing, but Ludwig Jr.’s work had not been completed by 1823, when 
he died. Ludwig Jr. had married Marie Elizabeth Miller on 12th April, 1785, and 
it fell to his son, Michael Weyer, to settle the estates of both Ludwig Sr. and 
Ludwig Jr. This was accomplished by 9th September, 1828.” 

The heirs agreed to the sale of Ludwig Jr.’s lands and, with their shares of the 
legacy from their father’s estate, the brothers Michael, Samuel, Philip, and Johan 
Adam moved to Trumbull County, Ohio, with their wives and families, in about 
1830. 

Rinehart Weyer, son of Ludwig Weyer Sr., and Anna Barbara Fink, showed 
up unexpectedly in York County in 1827. Michael Weyer, administrator of the 
Weyer estates, had on reserve for him £40. 0s. 0d., his share of his father’s legacy. 
This sum had been paid to a representative, David Covey, in 1828. 

The story of Rinehart’s disappearance, as pieced together from newspaper 
and military accounts, seems to be that he was fined £3. 10s. 0d. by a warrant 
dated the 10th May, 1777, for failure to meet and exercise, in order to learn the 
art military, as required by an Act of Assembly in 1777. His pension papers 
showed that he had been a private of the Pennsylvania Line.” A newspaper 
article in the local Gazette tells us more. 

“A coroner's inquest was held on Saturday morning last, on the body of 

Rhinehart Weyer, who was found dead on the hayloft of George Meredith, 

of this borough. The deceased was at an advanced age, having learned the 

wagon-making trade in this borough prior to the revolution, in which he 

took such part as to entitle him to a pension. [His youngest brother Jacob 

signed his petition for the pension.] He resided for more than thirty years 

in Canada, from whence he a short time since returned, claimed a pension 

for his Revolutionary service which was accorded to him, but of which he 

had not drawn any part before his enrollment among the hosts of eternity. 

The verdict of the inquest was “accidental death.” ” ; 

Does the reader wonder what the story was behind this self-imposed exile? 
Perhaps there was a major rift with father Ludwig and older brothers Ludwig 
and Johannes regarding military duty? Yet both Ludwig Sr. and Ludwig Jr., as 
Well as Johannes, served in the military. They all served in the York County 
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Martin Shetter’s Company, the 


served in Captain ungest son of Ludwig and Barbara 


Militia. Johannes » Wire, the yo 
Company. Later, y hes Hee ane any.” Perhaps Rinehart had become 
ate 


Served: ast aa pny. a more peaceful environment. 
disillusioned with wa, ae ae eee pursue the war. Late 1776 was 2 
On the other se ne Washington and the colonist army. They were driven 
disastrous year for oe to the border of Pennsylvania where, of course, 
from New York ti to make his lonely crossing over the Delaware in that 
Washington ee aia chiark already a committed soldier, join Washington's 
bitter winter. Did that fest point of the war? Was he part of the 4,000 who 
bedraggled army In Day, to send the British and German 


river on Christmas 
ea Re Did he then head north towards the main theater of the 


war in 1777, New York state and the border with Canada? Did he take part in 
the attack on the British forces from Canada at Fort Ticonderoga, or at Fort 
Shuyler? Or did he remain with Washington and over-winter at Valley Forge? 
And was he at the famous British surrender at Saratoga? 

This, of course, is all speculation. But we know Rinehart was a soldier, that 
he left his home for a long period, and that he distinguished himself enough to 
earn and deserve a military pension. On the other hand, his fine for failure to 
drill and his prolonged absence suggest he may, instead, have thought discretion 
the better part of valor. 

Further research would determine where Rhinehart lived in Canada, and 
whether it was his duties with the Pennsylvania Line that took him to Canada. I 
do know that Rhinehart did not marry. One can only guess at the anguish 
suffered by family members over the fate of their son and_ brother. 
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A subsequent survey of Ludwig's land, 1767. 
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The survey of a major addition to Ludwig's land, about 1791. 
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1 See page 26 for a copy of the baptism record. 


? Young, Henry James: Notes and Documents Concerning the Manorial History of the 
Town of York, York County, PA, South Central Pennsylvania Genealogical Society Inc, 
Pub #47, York PA 1992. 


> See the map of early Newberry township by David Quickel, for the location of the lands 
of Johan Sebastian Fink, 1742, and their proximity to lands purchased by Ludwig Weyer 
in 1767. 


‘ See Family Group Sheet 6: Johan Sebastian Fink/Christina Liebi. Burgert, Annette 
Eighteenth Century Emigrants VI The Northern Kraichgau. Pennsylvania German 
Society 1983 p. 111. 


5 Tax records of York County, Pennsylvania; carded by the South Central Pennsylvania 
Genealogical Society, York, PA. 


® Tax roll 1798, York Co. Film SLC 499598. 


” See page 46, Newberry Township, the Beginning 1700-1900, published by Newberry 
Township Heritage Committee, and printed by Center Square Press, Inc. Mechanicsburg, 
PA, 1988. 


* Quickel, David Quickel History. 

* Ibid., Newberry Township Heritage Committee, p. 46. 

” York County Probate Admin. Acct. of Ludwich Weyer, late of Newberry township. 
" Evidences of the Wire-Weyer Families of York County before the year 1850, p. 230. 
” The Gazette, July 10th, 1827, cited in Wire-Weyer report, p. 235. 

" Ibid., Wire-Weyer Report, p. 232-238. 
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Catherine Schmidt and Samuel Weyer 


Ludwig Weyer Jr.’s son Samuel went on to marry Catherine ree: aoe 
was born in 1806 in York County, Pennsylvania, and baptized at of. ew's 
Lutheran Church in Hanover. There was clearly some terrible tragedy 
surrounding her birth, as she was born on March 28th, 1806 and her mother, 
Catherine Ort Schmidt, died the following day, March 29th. This was to be the 
start of a life surrounded by death and uncertainty. 

Catherine’s parents, Jacob Schmidt and Catherine Ort, were married on 27th 
March, 1800, and had a daughter prior to Catherine. This was Elizabeth, born on 
23rd February, 1801 and baptized on 3rd March, 1801 at the First Reformed 
Church in York, Pennsylvania. Interestingly, Elizabeth went on to marry David 
Fink, probably a relation of Sebastian Fink, the father-in-law of Ludwig Weyer. 
Doubtless, the German community around the Reformed Church in York 
County was very tightly knit. 

This is confirmed by what we know of the Pennsylvania Dutch of the time. 
Even now, people of German descent have their own styles of dress and 
cooking. There is even a distinctive house style, that includes geometric hex 
signs painted on the barns and floral patterns stenciled on furniture and other 
house ware. The state still has large populations of tightly-knit, even closed 


communities, Ami : : 
Dunkards. ire sh, Mennonites, Moravians, Schwenckfelders and 
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s the population ee York County was further subdivided into Conewago, 
periodically chan eal oe ee townships. These borders continued to be 
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christening had to wait until after the second marriage and it wasn’t until 26th 
October, 1807 that she was baptized. The new wife Susanna was recorded as her 
mother, perhaps mistakenly, perhaps to avoid gossip and awkward questions.’ 

Jacob and Susanna had a further five children between them. Susanna was 
born in February 1808 in Hanover, York County. Leah followed, then Mary, 
Caroline and Charlotte. What a wonderful household it must have been, with 
seven daughters running around it! Also, notice how, for the first time, the 
given, Christian names have lost their Germanic nature, and become more 
Anglicised. 

Catherine’s grandfather was Henry Ort. He died in 1813, in Manchester 
township, York County. His will is written in German and names his twelve 
children.’ In it, the share due to his deceased daughter, Catherine Ort (Catherine 
Schmidt’s mother), is to pass to her children, Elizabeth and Catherine.’ 

“On 21st Dec 1816 Jacob Smith of Fairview township, guardian of 
Catherine Smith, one of the minor daughters of Catherine Smith, my wife, 
late Cathrina Ort, one of the daughters of Henry Ort of Manchester 
township, from Yost Kuhl of York township, received $355.53 to minor 
child, 1/12 part of Henry Ort Estate.” 

In the same document there is a note about Elizabeth, Catherine's sister, 
which states simply: 

“Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob and Cathrina age 13 in 1814.” * 

Four years later, in 1817, Henry Ort’s wife Catherine died. In her will, she left 
one dollar each to: 

“my children of children, Elizabeth Fink (now married to David Fink) and 
Cathrina Schmitt.” * 

On 11th May, 1824, Jacob Smith, Catherine’s father, had also died. The record 
states that Jacob had moved to Conewago, however, it was only the township 
boundary line that had been moved. By 1816, part of Fairview township, 
formerly Newberry township, had been included in this new township of 
Conewago. Henry Stover was appointed administrator of his estate. Jacob was 
less than fifty years old at the estimated time of his passing away, and did not 
leave a will, so his decease was perhaps sudden and unexpected. Yet another 
tragic, early death in our family. One that left Catherine, at the age of eighteen, 
and unmarried, without either of her original parents, only her step-mother. 
What would have happened to their land, or Jacob’s craft, or shop? Whatever 
Jacob had done, suddenly there was no money coming in. Perhaps Catherine 
had to help her stepmother raise her five younger half-sisters, or perhaps she 
had never liked her stepmother and a rift opened up. 

This thought is reinforced by what next happened to Catherine. On May 11, 
1824, the date of her father’s death, a guardian, Yost Kuhl, was appointed for 
her. She was described as “above age 14, daughter of late Jacob Smith of 
Conewago township.” * Who was Yost Kuhl? He was Catherine’s uncle, married 
to the sister of her deceased mother, Catherine Ort. The reason Catherine alone is 
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‘ah ec hee half-sisters sponta yen and Margaret (above 14). 
© : 4), Ca 7 A i 
Caroline, Charl a oe ae later named her only daughter Caroline, 
Catherine Schmi 


: ; tie to her half-sister. 5 ; 
suomi en ee ae o's marriage to Samuel Weyer (born in 1797 in 
A record of Catherin be found. It was most probably in 


z ago township) has yet to be ! : ; 
Newberry: ere, Samuel was twenty-nine, Catherine was twenty. Their 
date 1826yin on 19th October, 1827 and was baptized at Zion’s 


i born 
ee oe ee reread Church on 18th November, 1827. Both sets of 
grandparents ae dead by this time. Only Catherine’s stepmother Susanna 


Hannah was living, and her absence at the baptism suggests the possible rift was 
continuing. A second son, Reuben, was born 16 September 1829, but did not 
survive. The birth was noted and recorded at First Reformed Church of York 


County, Pennsylvania. No sponsors were present. 

The scene now shifts suddenly to Ohio. Why the family moved isn’t clear. But 
there were no parental family ties holding them there. Samuel was a dry goods 
dealer, so probably didn’t have much land to tie him to York County. Maybe the 
loss of little Reuben proved too much to bear. Maybe Catherine had too many 
sad memories of her dead parents and, perhaps, an unhappy childhood. Perhaps 
it was the desire to acquire cheap land and make a fresh start. 


to Ohio in 1830. Others went with them. George Hake, brother of Catherine 
Hake, who married Samuel’s brother Michael, may have been one, although he 
may also have already been in Ohio, waiting for them to come. (George Hake 
was thus Samuel’s brother-in-law.) George, in turn, was married, and had two 
small sons. It’s probable they all journeyed together in the same wa on train 
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Jacob Wire, son of Samuel Wire and Catherine Schmidt. 
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Bea hope supply them with their growing needs. Being a dry good 
dealer, Samuel apparently saw a good business opportunity. 


uel tragically died on the way to Ohio, or shortly thereafter. No 
a fete or Bare cena have been found to mere we presence 
Samuel's old account book in German was owned by Haro LC. Wire. I do not 
know who has it presently, but it might contain some interesting data about this 
part of Samuel's life. Michael Weyer’s wife, Catherine Hake, also died on the 
way. A cholera outbreak is a possible cause of these deaths. Indians were no 
longer a menace in this area in 1830. 

On 10th September, 1835, the young widow Catherine Schmidt Weyer, 
married George Hake (the brother-in-law of her first husband) in Howland 
township, Trumbull County, Ohio.’ George was a widower with three little sons, 
Elias, born in 1822, George W. born in 1826, and William C. born about 1831. 
Jacob Weyer was by this time eight years of age. 

The stay in Ohio wasn’t to last long. George and Catherine remained in Ohio 
cette tne ee ay ee 
eee eerchin c D e born in 842. In 1844, they all moved to 
are fae p, Grant County, Wisconsin, a long trip from eastern Ohio, 
ee a ee ais Ohio had proved less successful than they 
eel y a problems with practicing their religion. Perhaps they 

too many sad memories there. Perhaps, this time, th 7 
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political sentiments 
1 See Family Group Sheets 6 and 7. 
2 The will of Henry Ort November 17, 


3 See his Family Group Sheet for the 
relationship of Anna Maria Ort Weickel, s 
married the sister of his former brother-in-law, 


« probate records of York County, Pennsylvania. 
5 The will of Catherine Ort, proved 12th May, 1817, Book N, page 456. See page 48. 


© Orphan Court Records York County, PA: 0/253 11th May, 1824. 

” Orphan's Court P/22 York Co. Pennsylvania. 

* Trumbull County Marriage Records, copied at the courthouse. 

* Personal correspondence, 1976, Lola Wire Martin. 

9 Hist. Soc. of York Co., PA. Abstract of Wills & Orphan Court Records prior to 1850. 


Also: Weiser, Frederick S., Records of St. Matthew's Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Hanover, Pennsylvania 1741-1831, Piction Press, Camden, Maine, 1994. 


1813, York Co. Book of Wills no. 13, p. 89. 
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Yacob Wine 
The Family “hree of Yacod Wire 
Ludwig Weyer Jr.—Marie Elizabeth Miller Jacob Schmidt—Catherine Ort 


Samuel Wire—Catherine Ort Schmidt—George Hake 


Jacob Wire 


Jacob Wire is the first of our ancestors mentioned in this booklet of whom there 
is still a living memory. (See his picture on page 47.) Harold C. Wire told me he 
remembered riding with him on a cold morning in an open buggy, drawn by a 
horse, and that Jacob comforted his young grandson with, “It’s all right, you’ll 
warm up.” 

Jacob was born on 19th October, 1827, probably in Conewago township, York 
County, Pennsylvania, and was baptized on 18th November, 1827, at Zion’s 
View, or Quickel’s, Church in Conewago township.’ 

Much later in his life, he told the compiler of The History of Franklin and Cerro 
Gordo Counties, Iowa, published in 1883 (p. 483) that he was born in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania. I cannot account for this discrepancy. Quoting further, 
the book reports him saying that, “His parents, Samuel and Catherine Smith 
Wire, were natives of Pennsylvania. Three years after his birth they settled in 
Ohio and later came to Grant County, Wisconsin, where Jacob grew to manhood, 
and spent a number of years as an agriculturist.” 

Jacob grew up in a stepfather’s home. His mother Catherine, who was of 
Dutch ancestry, had married George Hake, her first husband’s brother-in-law, in 
1835. So, at the age of eight, he suddenly had three half-brothers aged thirteen, 
nine and four years. As Catherine and George then had two more sons between 





Mary “Polly” Sparks Wagoner Brown. 


George ‘ » 
eorge Wagoner, younger brother to Jacob Wagoner (from an old tin type ds 


them, there was eventually a family of six brothers. It was to be expected that 
Jacob and nine-year-old George W. Hake became pals. 

On 23 July 1854, Jacob, having established himself as a farmer in Clifton 
township, Grant County, Wisconsin, married Sarah Jane Wagoner, then aged 
twenty. They honeymooned at Niagara Falls, New York. (See the picture on 
page 57.) Sarah was a neighbor, the second daughter and third child of Jacob 
Wagoner and Mary “Polly” Sparks. Sarah too grew up under a step-father. 
Jacob, her father, was killed by a neighbor, hit over the head with a fence post 
for trespassing on a neighbor's property in the winter of 1841. 

Sarah Jane and Jacob Wagoner Wire had four children. Ira F. was born in 
1856, Vinette was born in 1858, Adorah was born in 1862, and Frank W. was 
born in 1868. In 1867, Jacob, Sarah and their family moved about a hundred 
miles west to Section 36, Mott township, Franklin County, Iowa. By 1883, they 
owned 1,130 acres of land, said to be well-improved.” 

In 1974, I asked a neighboring farmer if he knew where the Jacob Wire farm 
was, and without hesitation he pointed across the country road. “Old Jake? He 
lived right there, and he never ploughed his pasture.” I learned that this is a 
very high tribute one farmer pays to another, suggesting a responsible use of 
lands. “Jake” had left the neighborhood some eighty years before that time. In 
1974, the property was still a farm, with the original farmhouse in place, and a 
small remnant of original forest land. (See the pictures of it on page 49.) 

Jacob’s mother, Catherine Schmidt Weyer Hake, and Sarah’s mother Mary 
“Sparks” Wagoner Brown, both moved to Iowa to be near their children. Both 
died there and are buried in the Hampton Cemetery: Mary in 1879, and 
Catherine in 1887. Sarah’s brother, Jasper Newton, left Wisconsin in the spring of 
1864, on a wagon train going west, and was never heard from again. 

Apparently, Jacob was not called to serve in the Civil War, although he was 
thirty-six in 1865. Two of Sarah’s brothers, Jesse William Wagoner and Jacob 
Harrison Wagoner, did serve in the Union cause.’ 

Sarah Jane Wagoner Wire’s mother Mary “Polly” Sparks Wagoner Brown, 
was from an old family of Wilkes County, North Carolina. She was born in 1815 
in Franklin County, Tennessee. Her parents, Abel Sparks and Sarah Cochran (see 
page 54 for pictures), moved to Illinois about 1818, then to Crawford County, 
Missouri, and finally to Grant County, Clifton township, Wisconsin. (See the 
map on page 66 for the lands of Abel Sparks.) 

By 1888, Jacob had bought cemetery plots in Iowa, obviously planning to see 
out his days there. However, he sold them, and his lands, and followed some of 
his grown children and their families in a move to the Pomona area of 
California. There, they had a home built for them at 1123 North Gordon Street, 
Pomona, where the large family picture was taken (see page 59.) In later life, 
both became Seventh Day Adventists, attending a large church of that 
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Sarah Jane Waggoner Wire 


Sarah Jane was born on 22nd May, 1834 in Clifton township, Grant County, 
Wisconsin. She was the third child and second daughter of Mary “Polly” Sparks 
and Jacob Wagoner, and was named after her maternal grandmother, Sarah 
Cochran Sparks. 

Abel Sparks and Sarah were married in about 1800 in the Wilkes County area 
of North Carolina. They moved to Franklin County, Tennessee about 1808, and 
bed born there on 15th October, 1815.‘ By 1818, the family was living in 

ond “ounty, Illinois where they appear in the 1818 State Illinois Census. By 
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Sarah Jane Wagoner Wire 


Elizabeth Wagoner Wanamaker 
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compensatory 
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Bee pees Act of 1815. Ann Gormes 1n St. Louis, Missouri, 


Geor e Waggoner mairlee n. He left a will witnessed in Potosi, 
George died 1n F 
Washington County, Mi 6th September, 1830, Jacob Waggoner and 


ssourl. 
Several years earlier, On Sunday, at up the Missouri River to Boonville, then 


Mary “Polly” Sparks took Be and there they were married by a justice of 
10 ue ine hee for a copy of their marriage record, anda 
the peace, William ss hotel of the time, the Ballantine Hotel, built in 1828.) 


-years-old, while Jacob was about twenty-three. 
h, was probably born in Missouri in 1832, 
families moved about then to Clifton township, Grant 
orn in May of 1833, followed by 


Jasper Newton in 1839, and Jacob Harrison in 1841. Jacob Wagoner, now sui 
of a large family, : : 
death Sarah was seven years old, her sister Elizabeth was nine years old, George 
was eight years old, Jesse William was six, Emdine Catherine was four, Solomon 
was three, Jasper Newton was two years old , and Jacob Harrison was just eight 
months old. Yet again, one of our ancestor's families was struck by an early 
tragedy. 

After the death of Jacob, Mary Sparks Wagoner remarried. She and Joseph 
Brown were married on September 12th, 1844° and together they had seven more 
children, all of whom lived to adulthood. This made for a big family— fifteen 
children in all!’ Mary had, it is said, ninety-eight grandchildren. However, she 
could not read or sign her name. She didn’t have time to learn. 

Sata : oe sister, Elizabeth, married Samuel Wanamaker about 1850, and 
ee ee nD, Minnesota hey eau 
- (See page 57 for a picture of Elizabeth Wagoner 


Wanamaker.) Sarah Jane and i 
Pomona, California, where Sane ae oe ee 


iGlaremont California 1921. She is buried at Oak Park Cemetery 
Ina Fz, Wine 
Ira is my grandfath 
er. Unf 
Susan Lyman Winkle ortunately, I have no memory of him, though cousin 


child of ae oe township, Grant County, 

ra, Vinette, Nave and Sarah Jane Wagoner Wire. 

ars later, in 1868 hee followed four years later by 
7 SY another brother, Frank W. 





A gathering of the Wire family in 1910. (For key, see next illustration.) 
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N. GORDON ST., POMONA , CALIFORNIA 
PHOTO Cc. 1910 


In 1868, when Ira was eleven years old, the family moved about a hundred miles 
west of Grant County, to Mott township, Franklin County, Iowa, where Ira grew 
to manhood. In about 1882, Ira, while visiting old friends or relatives back in 
Grant County, went to a dance in Green County, two counties to the east. There 
he met Lucinda Chryst, daughter of John (or Jack, as they called him,) Chryst 
and Minerva Clemmer Chryst. Lucinda was twenty years old, and a school 
teacher. They were married in Sylvester, Green County, the following year, to 
the delight and pleasure of all their parents. 

Ira F. was a farmer like his father and brothers. They had four children. Their 
first child, Dalis, was born in 1884 and was a great favorite of all. A second son, 
Gial Niles, was born on 8th December, 1887. The third son, Ira Leo, was born on 
1st December, 1890, and their daughter, Anna Marvel, was born on 16th May, 
1893. 

At harvest time in 1893, by some mishap, little five-year-old Gial climbed out 
to watch the activities and was killed. He died on 12th October, 1893, and was 
buried the next day in Hampton Cemetery. He was sick for six hours before he 
died. It was a very painful loss for the family. Six months later, in the spring of 
1894, they sold out and moved by train to southern California, staying first 
briefly in San Bernardino, before moving on to the Pomona area, to join Ira’s 
mother and her family. 

Adorah and her family, Frank and his family, Vinette and his family also 
moved to southern California so, by 1910, all of Jacob and Sarah’s children and 
their families had come out here. 

The large family portrait taken on the steps of their home at 1123 N. Gordon 
Street, Pomona, was a holiday picture taken about that time, perhaps 
Thanksgiving or Christmas. Ira F. Wire is the man in the lower left-hand side of 
the picture. His brother Vinette, sits opposite him on the lower right-hand side, 
Frank is in the upper left corner, and Charles Smith, husband of Adorah or 
“Aunt Dora”, sits in the upper right corner, smoking a cigar. 

After Ira F. and Lucinda moved to California, two more children were born to 
them, Musette Katherine on 7th October, 1897, and Marie, or Topsy as she is 
a in July 1900. Marie is the only person in the family picture who is still 
iving. 

Ira and Lucinda’s oldest son, Dalis, married Grace Rice in 1911, and moved 
up to Willets, Glenn County, California, where he worked as a warehouseman 
for a rice processing company. Both he and his father were ‘flu victims in the 
great ‘flu epidemic of 1920. On 15th February, 1920, Dalis suddenly died in the 
arms of his younger brother, Ira Leo. He was only twenty-six. It was a terrible 
blow to the family, and yet another early death of a parent in the long history of 
our family. His father, Ira F., survived. 

Ira F. and Lucinda separated in 1920, and Ira died in San Bernardino in 1929. 
He lived for years in a cabin at, or near, Lake Arrowhead. (See the picture of it 
on page 76.) He is buried at Oak Park Cemetery in Claremont. 
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+n 1924 and had three daughters, Betty y, 

5 and, California. He died in 1969 4; ) 

arried Jesse pe ea in Laguna in 1987. Marie lives in g 
Sue Lyman Winkleman. 


Ira Leo married Sarah Ee tage eee ae 
a 
Dorothy Se = 

Bay. 
ted Reginald Dunlop in 1921 an 


rest home in Victorville, near her daughter, 


imette Edgan Wire 
c ee : the second child and second son of Jacob and Sarah 
aes wad mn Dist October, 1858, in Clifton township, Grant County, 
Wee naan = older brother, Ira F., and a sister, Adorah. They lived til] 
1867 in Tseconeiny when the family moved about a hundred miles west to a farm 
in Section 36 of Mott township, Franklin County, Iowa. He went to college in 
Michigan in 1875, the only one of his siblings to aspire to higher education. 

On St. Valentine’s Day, 1889, Vinette married Harriett Sheldon, daughter of 
Reverend George Sheldon and Mary Jane Dolph. (See Appendix I for more 
details about the Sheldons.) Vinette and Harriett were married in Sydney, 
Cheyenne County, Nebraska, and continued to live there until they returned to 
Hampton, Iowa, in 1904. Only his sister, Adorah and her husband Charley, a 
blacksmith in Hampton, and their two children Blanche and Kenneth lived in 
the area then. 

Vinette and Harriette’s children were all born in Sydney; Charley in 1890, 
Lela in 1892, and Lola in 1895. In 1908, the family moved to a ranch in Chino, 


ten miles away. Hattie, or Harriette, died in 1915, but Vinette lived until 1949, at 
the ripe old age of ninety.’ 


In a letter to “Aunt Mary” dated 16th May, 1934, he said, “I sold my ranch 
ake it back and assume a lot of 


to me. His address is Chino R1” * geet: Spadra. Frank lives close 


I have includ d 
Tse eanicere ts we os sn a from Pomona Progress Bulletin, April 5, 

rT * . . 1 
Ee anching enterprise, carried on by Vinette’s 


y: (See page 81. 
Harriette. Page 81.) Also, see Page 65 for a family Portrait of Vinette and 
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Jaseb Wire Land 


Came te Wiscensin in 1844, liated with Jeerge Hake in 1844 4 1850 Census. 















May 17, 1849 jeorge W. Hake ef Grant Ce. & Jaceb Wire ef Grant Ce. 
recerded frem Nerman McLeed & Christaina, his wife fer $200 
May 28, 1849 160 acres, W 1/2 ef SW 1/4 ef 3.29 & E 1/2 ef 

N. 459 SM l/s ef 3.30 7.5 W. R. 1 W. Cliften Twp. 

April 28, 1853 Jaceb Wire ef Grant Ce. frem Geerge W. Hake & Fhebe, 
recerded his wife, fer $150, 80 acres, E 1/2 ef & 1A ef 
April 29, 1853 S. 30 7. 5 WN. R. 1 W. Clirten Typ. 

T 379) Phebe made mark, 





April 28, 1853 Jaced Wire ef Grant Ce, te deerge W. Hake fer 3150 






recerded 89 acres, W 1/2 ef W 1/4 ef 2907. (Siw Relawe 
April 29, 1853 Cliften Twp. 2 
T. 373.80 : 






March 18, 1856 Jace>d We.re ef Grant Ce. frem William & Sarah 














recerded (Sparks) Dennis ef Grant Ce. fer 9150, 40 acres, 
April 7, 1856 SE 1/4 of NE 1/4 ef 39, 3307. 58. R. 1YL 

52 380 Cliften Twp. Sarah made mark. 

May 3, 18€0 Jaced Weire frem Jaceb Wamer, fer 3200 

recerded 1/8 ef 2/3 ef und. NW 1/4 ef 3, 320r33 & NW 1/4 of 
May 5, 1860 SWw1/S ef 3. 33 & NE 1/4 of NE 1/4 ef 3. 32 

M2 200 T. 5 N. R. 1 W. Cliften Twp, 

April 3, 1861 Jaceb Wier frem Seleman C. & Lucretia Eastaan, fer 
recerded $1050, 1+> acres, B 1/2 ef 51/2 ef SW1/+ ef 3. 7 
June 24, 1861 T. 4 No. R. 1 W. Lima Twp, & 1@0 acres ef land in 
R2 111 3 part ef S 1/4 ef 3. 7 in Lima Twp. 149 acres 






all te«ether, 









Sept. 13, 1862 Jaced Wire ef Cliften, frem Henry C. & Mary J. Hayferd 








recerded ef Cliften, fer $800, 163.42 acres, NW 1/4 ef 3.5 
Oct. 6, 1862 T. 4+ Ne. R. 1 W. Lima Twp. 
Ww2 102 










Sept. 13, 1862 Jacebd & Sarah J. Wire ef Cliften, te Henry \. Hayferd 








receried ef Liberty, fer 5800, 80 acres? 64 Reds wide & 160 
April 3, 1863 Reds leng, 64 acres frem the 81/2 ef & 1/4 ef 3.7 
W2 507 & & Rede N& 3 & 40 Reda E & W - 60 acres freak 






part ef S 1/4 ef sWw1,4 ef 3, 7, Lima Twp. 









June 16, 1364 Jaced Wire & C, J, Wannemaker frem Samuel 3S. & Maria 

recerded J. Wannemaker ef Crawferd ce. fer 925, Ceam. at a 

Sept. 12, 1064 pt. which bears 3 614 W& is distant 7.23 chains 

49—545 fr. SS Cer. ef NE 1/4 ef NW1/4 ef 3. 18 T. 5 N. Rw 1 Ww 
& running W 2,28 chains, then N 1/2 deg. W 1.50 Chaina, 

then &. eto, Cliften Twp. (very hard te read) 



















Nev. 14, 1864 Jacebd & Sarah Wire & C, J. Wannemaker & wife te 
recerded Nelaen Millard, fer 3550, sane land as abeve, 
Nev. 29, 1064 Cliften Twp. 

43-545 












r 5 ace> Wire ef Grant Co, frem Jaceb H. Wagner, fer $200 
ease rea nee e 1/2 ae NE 1/4 ef NW 1,4 ef 3. 33 T. 5 Ne. R. 1 WO 

may 15, 1865 Cliften Twp. 

51-626 
Dec. 2, 1865 Jaced & Sarah J. Wier & C. J. & Jane Wannemaker te 
recerded David R. Walker, fer 3250, 58.25 acres, 

eee 9, 1865 3. 32 T. 8 XN. R. 3 W. Bescebdel Twp. 

3-532 









Jan. 7, 166% Jaced & Sarah Jane Wire ef Grant Ce. te William 
recerded ‘ Dennis, fer $1200, 40 acres, NE 1/4 ef NW 1/4 ef 
Sept 9, 1873 0s 3. «33: T. 5 NM. R. 1 W, Cliften Twp. 

78-139 









March 28, 1869 Jacebd & Sarah J. Wire ef Lima, te Lyman Haskell ef 
recerded Ellenbdere, fer $160, 20 acres in % 1/4 ef 3. 7 


Aug. 5, 1869 T. 48. R. 1 W. Lima Twp. 
66-324 













The land transactions of Jacob Wire, Grant County, Wisconsin. 
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| \f Jacob Wire, section 36, Mott township, ||} | 
| jeame to Franklin county in 1807, at which | | 
| : a 
Mi 
Saas 














be purchased 340 acres of land, to | forever on the king disgrace of the insane 
south, The party hid by slay and traveled 
by night in the direction of the Union 
NPs, picking choir route, abighted by the 
wdly darkness until the last day of 
September, Starvation stared them inthe 
face many times, and they were only pre- 
swerved from extreme suffering by the 
erine (Smith) Wire, were natives of Penn- | sympathetic negroes, who supplied them 
sylvania. Three years after his birth they with food. After fifteen days of united 
cgettled in Ohio and later came wo Grant woil and privation Mr, Pease’ compan: 
Co., Wis., where Jacob grew wo manhood, | ions took a different rouse. On the sd of 
sind apent a niumber of years ax an agri: October he waa yladened by a sight of 
culturalist. Ie was married in sss to | the Union lines, and was soon in safety 
Sarah Wagner, and bis household ine | 3 Auanta, Ie learned a few days later 
cludes fonr children—Iva, Vinette, Advia | of the re-capuire of his companions: 
and Frank. Mr. Wire in a democrat in | Soon after rejuining his regiment, lus auc: 
politics. seeded to the command of his company 
~- - And retained the position until the release 
+ George W. Pease was born at South | of his superior officera from prison. At 
Bend, Ind., Oct. 25, 1833. lis parents | the termination of the war he was trans 
came to Iowa not lung after that event, | ferred w the command of a company in 
Z and settled in Heury county, where they | (he iguth U.S. C. L, where he continued 
remained a few years, and then went to | in service until January, 1866, when he 
Grant Co., Wis. There George grew lo | was discharged at Augusta, Ga. {le te- 
man’s estate. In December, 136}, he en-| turned to Wisconsin and engaged in 
- listed in company I, 16th Wisconsin In-] mining, He came to Franklin county in 
. fantry: He was wounded in the right] 18g8 and settled on the farm be now 
* knee at Pittshurg Landing, April 6, 1562, | owns, situated one mile east of Hampton. 
and was soon after transported to the hos- | His venture was unfortunate and in 1872, 
.pital at Keokuk, Iowa, from which he was) be disposed of his interests and songht to 
discharged in October ensuing. He re-| retrieve his fortunes in the mines of Idaho 
enlisted in September, 1863, in company | and Utah. In 1881, be returned to ''amp- 
, 8th Iowa Cavalry. He went into the | tou and bought the farm with which be 
wranks, but in June, 1884, be was commis | parted nine “years previous. It wow in- 
csioned second lieutenant. He was again | cludes 278 acres, all under first-class im- 
_ Wounded July 30, 1384, and taken prisoner | provemeuts, aod valued at $14,000. He 
_, and-was taken to the stockade prison at | is now extensively engaged in stock rais- 
‘Andersonville, Ga. Sept. 18 following | ing. He was married in 1882 to Mrs. L. 
> his capture, in company with two others, | Rose. They have one child—Maggie 
a) he made his escape and turned his back | Gertrade. 




























S-date 
~swhich be has added by purchase unul he 


“now owns 1130 acres, all in a most im- 
proved state of culture. ‘Yo the duties 
of general agriculturaliat he adda the 
labora of an extensive stock breeder. Mr. 
Wire wax born in Lancaster, Penn, Oct. 
19, 1897. His parents, Samuel and Cache 






















































































































"The Mary Jane Sheldon Spoons” 


On Auguat 26th in the year of 1857, Revenend George Shglslon the 


paston of the Firat Methodist Church of Monmath, DLLinots presented a 
set of aix hand-hamnered coin silver teaspoons Lo his bride, Manton 


Dolph Sheldon, as her wedding pipe. 


After twenty-nine years, George and Mary Sheldon moved to 
Bridgeport, Nebrasha, with a family of six of their om children and 
deven foster children. Here Many Jane Sheldon passed away and was 
buried in a single Lonely grave on the plains near Bridgeport. The Last 
one of the seven foster children, Samuel G MBride, pussed away tn 1965 
at Casper, Wyoming, % i 

Az the Lime of the death of Many Sheldon the Many Jane Sheldon 
Spoons” were piven to her youngest daughter, Hattie Sheldon. On 
February 14th, 1889, Vinette Edgar Wine and Hattie Sheldon were married 
and moved to Sidney, Nebraska. There in a #uall cabin on the prairie 
theix son, (harles Jacob Wire, was born May 18th, 1890. 


One day the following 4ummen while Charles was tahen by his mother 
on horseback to Visit her father, George Sheldon, the worh of an arsonist 
caused the fanily cabin and all of their possessions including "The Mary 
Jane Sheldon Spoons” to be burned, ‘Tuas a sad evening when coming home 
from work Vinette Edgar Wire faced his wife, Hattie, mith the realization 
thet they hed nothing except a pile of ashes, the few clothhi they were 
wearing, and a small 4on to raise with only a stack of straw for shelter. 


Thein dominant Pioneer spirits drove them on Lo cutting squares off 
aod from the prainie with which they built a new home where on July uth, 
1892, Lela Jane Wine was born. 


With an urgent Longing to again possess "The Mary Jane Sheldon 


Spoons” Hattie Wire 4pent day after day sifting the ashes of thein burned 


home. Finally the day cane when she had succeeded in finding the entire 
et uhich then gave the appearance og having been completely ruined. 


A few years later the Wire family moved to Hapton, Sowa, were a 
feweler refurbished the Mary Jane Sheldon Spoons” casing then to 
appear new but very thin. 


leaving Sowa, February 14, 1908, the Wire fenil, again moved and 
settled in (hino, (alifoania, where they remained many years. Here on 
October 27th, 1915, Hattie Wire passed away Leaving the Mary Jane 
Sheldon Spoons” to her daughter, Lela Jare Wire, who has continued to 
cherish them until this day, October 16th, 1967, when it is mith preat 
pleasre that she gives them into the care and heeping of her eateemed 
friend, Dr. Daniel J. Smith of Pomona, California. 


Lela Jone Wine Littlepage 





The “Mary Jane Sheldon Spoons”. 


71 


CL 











1650-1060 CEXolLS UF Tile LNITED STATES 


Yeur 
Date of Search <2, 1992 Original Copy 
(al Extract Copy 


Legibility of Record; 





Good Poor 




















1880 CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES 


Date of Searc PE TEC) Original Copy [ | 
Legibility of Record; Oo Extract Copy |_| 


Good Poor 


















































































San Metied at Peering eee 
ar 

search notes) a! 
Search No, 


Enclosure No. 








Sy ae Bie At wi wy 9, (£69 : 
S = Place of Enumeration: 
= a 
Soe ‘ fil fy a |: \4 
& & 2\8 Names 32 3: Jele3| § a a. H pees 
SZ Mi z|2 ic| 33 i g3|28| | 
os Cake LSPS A Se REWEE ES 5 oe Sees leas 
= Ss re =) 1 {75 171 Jac eel 57 |e (ee Aes 
<= (sane wi) ae CT see | 
SS eh AotSes = 
aan “ Pastis, &) RnlF|wil | | a man wi | Leta | Yar Tite Sot eo) | Nee 
aS Maturve__ SEE We wt j |_|} Ads, Fe = ex | foe [Pe] nh a 
= iS} < ee ee pon ae —— tc ae mat Co = i) o |_| | [a a at ee 
£O _ LE re A). eee l a ea ~ ee 
aos aa ye: ae —— “ wi te = ra Artes a ae 
WS. ! We oat THT Stage ca, OH To 
BS WORE ae Naas fall eee [sent i ep 
Ss 1 Sank Dare FIL| 1K Taw i Bes | (i i. ae 
x3 ia Rabon A [ux | ~ilaeeaeio fe i 165 
29 | | eae eee 
ge am E BE i a CI 
eS | Se _ Sa ee | | ee Sa a 
rs Mare a Hote 
& = + 
so ; we J ia 
ae 
= TI eee 4 





ett al 


























ii 





‘y8nvUlwyIYyD 


“AM [101D ayy Sutanp 


(‘a3vd yxau UO panuljuod) 
fo ajsjvg ay} 30 ‘uosiiavpy qoov{ ‘4343049 S, 


ad1M, 4auo8um auv{ yvivs fo unoz9y 





ed from Zartk ilinnesota peper, Sept 16, 1925 
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15 left of Tentn ‘Wisconsin Regiment After 

the Momentous Conflict 
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miler a ad of Chickemaue2 Creek, on 
Prinsy, 2 "4 any precedink the crei% tle. They were ordered ty 
- ar Bf thetr tricade, Colonel Serioner, to sdvunce on & 


SESCn. 
goit-ar a robe OF 
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les an hour. 
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ace éray was unier 
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jon. Thomas, “he ” 





This wos the 14th Army Corps. 


Tae regiment wes nelted ubout 
Sunrise Saturday oe ee 
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andiontere Arh i if wes nec ae un 
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4inner ti @. 
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A“ OVE” oe. . 


“e Naversack 2 
é POcsink We might 
wefast wncil <oer 















t Was then take up arms and Fix bayonets, and they weat into 
the c ge in uvch cuicker time tean it takes to tell ic. hey were 
headed eist, as nearly es he can remember. They drove the "Johnnies" 
and capturec a few prisoners at tne very sturt. Then there wes a 
halt end a "tiger" or yell riven ty our forces. Another cherge and 
nore orisoners, arong them 6 tall lank southerner, viho exclaimec, 
"You alls are heving your ovn wey now, Dut you will catch h-1 down 
thar a little fcrtnerer". Wr. Weroner says he was telling no false- 
heod in the statement. It sould have been tetter to heve heeced his 
warnings, as the Imion soldiers so_on ran ‘nto a veritulle "hornet's 
nest" of the enemy. They were at the extrese le“t of the line of 
bottle. They Were oréered to lie do=n ani the groun? being on @ 
slope, it lett their heads dovm hill, a zost uncorfortable ocsition 
in which +o vsep up a fire ch the eners. Then she battle tegen <o 
roge, and in the Beantime Loomis’ Sattery, Fourth Michiger, was 
iring over our men's heads at the rebel forces tevcnd. The Psrrot 
funs were throving nel, or casnnister shot, tut they in turn, 
sad to say, were mostly wined out by the ene:y fire. 








One cowlé not. hezr iis unas it ~ s Gischarzed, s 
the noise of tattie, and so fierce Gid it rage jin those moreats of 
peril to our country's interests. It uns only ss his -m Hickx-e 
did he know it :26 tecore Gischarved. It vs what Sernen said of 
war. Mr. “faconer kad his Knanseck, with blani-ts sttschec, over 
his shoulder ené pleced them in front of hin, while loadine Sis wes- 
von, Ther vere tis hreestworks, so to spesk, The rerirent ris s- 
bout: thirty verds from the enemy durine the rattle, 








4 i nflict, hr. 
when cs724 tow he felt durine tre hest of the co 5 7 
Wagoner replied his only thoughts were the orders eteety =e 
ed his muzzle-loading nusket and picking his man he : 5 eae 
waiting to see if he had cae Se DO a See ie thet 
-loading and fired again. S was keD c + 
ister being here for Sone hours he heard & paenrtecs: i Sie 
soon saw that his reginent troops were falling noes Niece oan oes 
to become a prisoner, he left his knapsack richt wore eter e 
ean to Fu eee ox the ate tact een tine two-thirds” 
. Fe gained their ranks witho ak: Fi 
oe hee eeetaeaty were either kille¢, wounded or taken prisoners 
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bullets rained about him, some of which riddled his clothing, but 
re rot called to «rms till 10:20 or 12 o'clock he wes not hit. He ran for the middle of the Kelly battle field, 
T were then orsered by a wrirrer to advence 200 sac- as the woods were full or Johnnies on three sides, and but recent- 
na rire Glose to the srounc. ‘when the whisnered cr- iy they had been on all four sides. He had four charges of grape 
or cannister shot at him before he reached the woods and then ha 


This ended the fighting for the afternoon for this pert of the 








ccros, and the 
thet nicht. 
lie doun 











iors to fire were given, all seemed to shoot simultaneously. It 

sounded lixe e solid shot. "Johnnies"fired back, but it was a very difficult tice finding his way to the Union forces in the 

over their hesds end scatterins. Our Union soléfers fired some five night. after hours of wandering around in the dark he found a read 
arose which end to take. It was a gamble, 


or six rounds, sné excepting for the last volley trat the Johnnies and then the question 
Tired, they were scetterinz, Lut the last wes just one single shot. H e was non-plussed es to which way “o fo, but he finally went un 
Mission Ridce, and when at the ton was helted. A picket asked hin 
the battle field previous- who comes? Mr. Wagoner answered a friend without the countersien. 
He was ordered *o pars on to Rossville, Wile belne qos anes ns 
to identity he was faced with two or three U nion soleters with 
_ The next mornins (Sun- bayonets pointed at him. Mr. Waroner wes so tired with the day's 
ris comrades came to him, end asked if he had seen vhst conflict that he took his time finding t!e place he wished to reach. 
“econer serabbed his fun end ran He found a blanket to sleen in that night, and he felt that he had 
‘sed to see the sight that he be- much to feel thankful for. Before going to i:is humble place of 
ere the Rebs hed been lying the sleeping, however, he hunted un the buzler of the 38th Indiana reg- 
‘mon, the -rownd wes covered with iment. He inquired of him if he knew of any of his comrades «iio had 
s, snd then turned to the escaned the berracks besides himself, or the 10th Wisconsin infantry. 
He renlied that he did not think that any escaned. Wr. Wagoner still 


his gaze, nothing but dead men. One 
He hunted for about two hours 







the dey, 
clothes, 
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water, cut there was none to be had believed there were some who escaped. 
the reeson of the scattering fire before he found any, and then found eicht men of the seventy-rive 
Your or siz pounce battery. He was given who escaned. 
shot, 2ut he ran tsck into the woods as rest 
sot back to ais regixent that he had left, The nevt dav he found two more who were lucy enouzh to escane, 
mai:ine eleven w’th b'+self in all that escaned Andersonville or Lib- 


t cut they had gone and left no trace of 
y they hac travelec, but instinctive.» he followed the right yj. prison. He as well as others hac ‘eard of the horrors of these 
He knew he cid not wish to take the bakktrain over two avful nleces, ant ter vere dreaded accordingly. N early a 

ze ke hac just come, end es provié nce or luck attended him, he month efterw:rds, the 1&th dar of Octo’er, four more men (who had 
finally founds his way bec efter turnine to “he le*t. The remsind- teen slishtly ywouneed) end eseuned were found by Mr. “lagoner. Thus 
ert looked fooc to tir, They were on whet is known out of the re-iment of 367 men only fifteen escaped death or a con- 

It is cifficult for him to =xpress his feelings federute prison, whic” usnelly ireant death in che end. 
sc gun that was fired on the battle field of Chickamauga, 


the Ziel“ stout ll o'clock was at our frie:id, Mr. Wa:oner, he thinks. While our Union forces 
nese tre oattle oe Chickaiauca, tney gained Chattanooga, a strategic 

point that vas a big help in winning the Civil War. Mr. Vagoner 

says he thinxs there were more killed, wounded and taken nrisoners 














en ot his yeris 
as felly's field. 
es he met his old comrades. 
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and MeCook's corns lett 














The resiment t.st Wagoner was in wes then Keot im reserve til! 
about 5 o'clock Sunéuy evenin-. Then a resi:.rt that had been in accoréin- to numbers :n nis 10th Wisconsin reeiment ic. the battle 
the front lines tost of the cye, fell bacx end his regiment took of Chickamuaga than any other rezirent in any one tattle of the war. 
their pl<cce. ; 
The editor of the Register enjoyed te interview with Mr, “az= 
oo econ eee, in, some log breastvorks thet resembled stalls oner for more reasons ten one, Wr. ‘iaponer was Scrn ‘n the same 
c zood old Grant county “iscon: and if was 


esch stell holding twelve men. They then commenced county eas ye editor - aS 
cks in these breastworks at the rebels and were ees tre Bers seat of this county, at Lancaster, that he geet 

ere they shot. This lested for som time. A lit- ed September 16, 1563, ans served three vears ans about two aoe S. 
weeoner heard @ loud noise in the reer of the Yle have also been all over the bu'tle erzun%s of Hae eer ca a 

me back sev the Union forces crowding beck along seen the seme cannon, that were fired on the two days describe 
About this tire Mr. “aconer's Colonel Ely got by Mr. Wezoner in this article. 

nis Fo Dun’ Qn“ consequently there were no more orders issued 

Tor the little e:rrison left to cover the retreat of the rest of the 

army, This feithful rand of etout seventy-five men did heroic duty From Blue Earth, Minnesota. 

in covers the retreat of the rest of the army coros. After the 








rein trig fot off the field Mr. ‘waoner neard the call to-rsise..,. 
the white fles for Surrender. It did not sound good to him. Ke 
celled to his companion, Bob Lengstaff, "to let's run for it. They 


sre going to surrender." He would not £0. "Ve will te shot down 

Ss S0On AS We cet out of these woods", he seid. Wasoner reasoned, 
nich would you ratuer do, ro to prison ane starve to death, or g= 

out ent te shot down?" Mr. vlagoner said he would rather b- killed 

on the bettle fielé than be starved to death in ptison, so he started 

for the fiela ene ren for dear life, but held to his eun while the 








1 Baptisms and Marriages Zion's View/Quickel’ 
Baptisms. Quickel’s Church SLC film # 020346 Item 4 


* See the pictures of Mary “Polly” Sparks Wagoner Brown on page 52 
3 See the map of Franklin County for the location of the lands of Jacob Wire, page 69 


‘ See pages 73-74 for an interview with ‘ 
participation in a Civil War battle. Jacob Harrison Wagoner regarding his 


* Supplement A, Page 15, Grant County, Wisconsin, Marriage Record 
* Jacob Harrison Wagoner family bible. 


7 Personal communication, Lola Wire Martin, 1976 


* Frank and Vinette lived across Chino Boul 
e : 
Avenue. See the picture on page 80. vard from one another, at McKinley 








The cabin of Ira F. Wire at Lake Arrowhead. 


5: Settling in California 


rtdorah Blanche Wire and her family 


Adorah Blanche Wire was born on her parents’ farm in Clifton township, Grant 
County, Wisconsin, on 15th January, 1862. She grew up in a household with 
three brothers and two grandmothers, as well as her parents. Her parents moved 
to a farm in Mott township, Franklin County, Iowa, in 1867, when she was five 
years old. In 1880, at the age of eighteen, she married a produce dealer, John 
Roach of Plainfield, at the Bremer County Courthouse.’ Lela, their daughter, was 
born on 7th March, 1886 in Iowa. Unfortunately, they were also divorced in that 
year. 

Adorah spent five years on her own, beofre she married Charles E. Smith, a 
blacksmith, on 14th October, 1891 in Hampton, Franklin County, Iowa. He was 
twenty-four years old and she was twenty-nine. Their son Kenneth Wire Smith 
was born in 1896 in Hampton, About 1910, they moved to a ranch in Spadra, 
roughly ten miles from her brothers Frank and Vinette. Charles died at home on 
2nd January, 1927, aged fifty-nine. A few years before her death. in 1945, 
Adorah sold the ranch and bought a house in Pomona at 809 Eleanore Street. She 


; tted to probate on 21st December, 
1945, sixteen years later. She left her ranch of over heats acres to her two 


ed John M. Collins, a pharmacist, in 1904. After 
ed to Isleton, Sacramento County, California, 


D. Smith IT or “Doots,” 
ts,” which may 
two. Kenneth Smith Sr. died in West 
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Adorah Wire Roach Smith, daughter of 


Jacob and Sarah Wire. 














Wedding picture of Lela Wire Martin and Harry C. Martin, 1918. 
Lela was the daughter of Vinette and Hattie Wire. 


8Z 


Frank W. Wire, son of Jacob and Sarah 


Husband to Loetta Parr. 


Wire. 








A 


Loetta Parr, in the center, with her brothers and sisters. 





Hollywood in 1953, and Kenneth I, or Doots, died in a motorcycle accident 
about 1959 at or near Pomona. It’s believed that he did not marry, and it’s not 
known if Lou Elizabeth remarried. Efforts to find out have failed. Susan Lyman 
Winkleman has a fond memory of a visit by Kenneth and family when she was a 
child, and suffering from a sore throat. Kenneth Sr., her mother’s cousin, made a 
healing drink for her — a tea of grapefruit skins. She also remembers fondly a 
ee charismatic Doots, who drove a yellow cab in Pomona during World 

ar Il. 

I believe there was friendship between Adorah and my grandmother, 
Lucinda Wire, wife of Ira F. (See page 77 for a picture of Adorah.) 


Frank W. Wire 


Frank Wagoner Wire was the youngest of the four children of Jacob and Sarah 
Jane. (See page 78 for his photo.) He was born just after his parents moved from 
Grant County, Wisconsin, to Clifton township, Iowa in March of 1868. Clifton 


lies two miles east of Hampton, in Hampton County.* 


In February of 1893, he married Loetta Parr in Aspen, Colorado. She probably 
grew up in Iowa. (See the picture on page 78 of Loetta and her siblings.) She was 
a trained pianist, with an actual or potential concert career, not followed after 
marriage. Loetta had an Uncle Parr who came out to California in the Gold Rush, 
and had a gold nugget to show for it. 1 do not know where their children were 
born, whether it was lowa, Colorado or California. 

Madge, daughter of Frank and Loetta, was born in 1895. She was a very 
bright woman, and worked as a legal secretary until she married a very 
personable man, Ernest Geddes, who owned a laundry business in Pomona. 
Ernest later had a long and distinguished career as an Assemblyman in the 
California State Assembly, serving at the time of the governorship of Earl 
Warren. Madge and Ernest had two daughters, Margaret and Virginia. 

Harold Clare and Dorothy, who are twins, were born 9 February 1899. Sadly, 
little Dorothy died on 24th October, 1899 and is buried in Oak Park Cemetery, 
Claremont. 

Frank Wire experimented with farming twice. His first attempt was in Chino, 
on a property directly across Chino Boulevard from his brother, Vinette. 
However, the Chino land proved to be poorly drained and, after growing sugar 
beets and cattle fodder, they planted walnut trees. There was no smog then, and 
from a rise on their land, you could see the beauty of the hills all around. The 
farm saw many drifters in the Depression days and Loetta was known for her 
kindly offered food at the back door, and for a place to sleep in the barn. 


Frank was very sociable and loved town life. As watching walnut trees grow 
was hardly demanding work, he made two tries at town life, as the owner and 
operator of shoe stores.” 
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Loetta Wire's farmhouse, on Chino Boulevard and McKinley, in Chino, 
California. Madge Wire Geddes is sitting on the steps. 
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For FUN and PROFIT 


By GERTRUDE ANDERSON WIRE 


The cover of “Chasing Gold” 


by Gertrude and Harold Wire. 
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Half-way around the globe from 
their native land, 40 head of kara- 
kul fur-bearing sheep today wan- 
dered about the property of} & 
Charles J. Wire, chino district } 
yancher, unaware that they per- 
haps represent the beginning of a 
new Southern California industry. 

For it is from the pelts of the 
young Jambs that valuable karakul 
coats are made. In additton, the 
wool of the adult animals {gs used 
extensively in the manufacture of 
fine robes, blankets and sport 
coats, and for making yarn used in 
repair and edging of Oriental rugs. 

Wire's flock, brought: here’ from’ 
Idaho, includes’ approximately 20). 
breeding ewes, several rams and: a 
number of lambs from two weeks 
to several weeks old. The general 
practice of karakul commercial 
breeders, Wire said, ia to take the 
pelts of male lambs when they.are 
only a. few days old, and to keen 
the, females for breeding stock,- 

Sheared Once A Year © 

At birth, the lambs’ silky hair is 
let. black and tightly curked in 
ringlets. It is then that the pelts 
are most highly valued, and they|**” 
usually are taken when the lambs} >}: 
are less than five days old, ; 

The hair grows rapidly, and by 
the time the animal is nine months 
ty a year old, it is from eight to 12 / 
inches long and nearly straight.| £, 
Sheared once a year, the older ant-) &7 
mals often have hair a foot to 18 
inches long. All of those in Wire's. 
flock were sheared’ shortly before : ea : ese Ay Rene 
he obtained them. - * | mercial breeding . was not’ 

After the first: year, silver hair| until comparatively recently, 
begins to appear, and after a few estimated that there’ ati} are fewer 
years, the coat becomes -6Tay. than 9000 of the sheep in’ the Unit- 

The karakul sheep are native of | ed States. Fu 
Bokhara, a small country in central} breeding stock 

Asia, directly north of ‘Turkestan | because of the- 

and the border provinces of India | with ‘hoot and 

The land there {is barren and sub-'| was’ stated. 7 

ject to great changes in a ete At present, one of 

tures. In winter, the rivers there yroes of karakul pe West |: <4. Ja Ee ; 

freeze solidly enough to allow south Africa, where the “sheen f.sRaymon FAL sf 

Z ‘a! 


camel caravans to cross, and dur- shed at ghout the same bas Bis ota (FTE eed oe 
y were established a q orY or Maxon Feud 

































ing the summer months, temper@-| time as in the United ‘States|-s ANS 
tures of more than 100.degrees 8°) Thero, however, CO #P. sf 
oes Ing was begun oruch eatiler Sic OE ek 

Not Over 9000 in U. S. The karakul pelts range int Value} ~ 44 Ties Sr 


The hardy aheeP first were| rom an average of. approximately 
prought to this country thru the! siz to as high as €30-eaclp Wiraty 
efforts of Theodore Roosevelt and | erated. * ivf BS ee other partawt the: 
De G. C. Young. ‘For many years| accustomed to, the ‘freed \ prehistoric. days * Pas “Hite 
however, they remained principally | tne range, the sheep in. Wire's flock } bors. of Pomona t= 


He IE we hands of fanciers, and com~| still are difficult to ayproec 
| the rancher pelieves they will soon; 


the company’s new advertising | become more gay, eT of bin 
campaign, usid€ newspaper space fencing aft a ad Koren 
primarily,. according to Ralph E.| ranch, locate im pidge re 
Clithero, local branch manager- Antonio avenues, 























oP sbenicihes “OB ‘Rg 
<aleon tolokye: Prot tc 
trip ‘taken by. the Bchogts * 
















cS ; . ER gsilizedt 
Barbee Way Ne pietn an E 

; : ; 

OVLAE OLN emf wae 


ease atin dba wook 


The Progress Bulletin, Pomona. 


i j ht a 640 
i i n the Mojave Desert He boug 
ota ra Wella Valley. just north of the present town of 


acre homestead in the Indian ) Bae © abet 17 a 

i i ‘no County, California. tis 190 
ear chind “on two or three days, over ‘pent roads. 
ee ae alfalfa and to plant an orchard, but water was a problem rom the 
ae even though there were two wells. Once irrigation pumping began, the 


water levels started to fall. 


To make matters worse, water to the north was intercepted by the Los 


Power Department and channeled into an aqueduct, thereby 
pagthe hae water ie In addition, the L.A.W.P.D. refused the 
farmers affected right of way across the aqueduct to the surface water rights 
from Cottonwood Creek, west of Indian Wells Valley. The local farmers fought 
for years for their rights in the courts, but failed to prevail. Frank hated the farm 
and so did Harold. It was essentially abandoned by 1927. 

The ranch didn’t prove a total waste of time, however. Harold, wanting to 
follow a career as a writer, came into contact with the desert for the first time. 
The ranch was situated along the old trail used by the twenty-mule wagons that 
hauled borax from Death Valley to a railhead at Mojave in the 1880's. Old-timers 
from those days drifted through the property, and Harold must have picked up 
a lot of the lore of the Valley to use later in his Western novels.° 

Unfortunately, Loetta died of cancer in 1926. She is buried at Oak Park 
Cemetery in Claremont. Frank married a second time, a Miss Bell or Belle, and 
lived with her in Santa Ana until he died in 1937. 


An amusing story is remembered by the Reverend Hugh Wire of when his 
father Harold built a house in Laguna in 1923 for his new bride, Gertrude 
Anderson. Frank visited the site, and told Harold the walls wouldn’t hold up the 
way he was putting them together. Pa (Harold) said he ran his father off, but it 


turned out Frank was right, and Pa had to strap the rafters i ili 
; togeth th bailin 
wire, to keep the walls from spreading. s ae : 


Son Harold and his older siste M 
ER CHiliovto Poincna 1 t, Madge, had to commute by horse and buggy 


8h School. Being older, she usually drove. One can 
y drive himself. He disliked farming, 
many stores from those drifters who sle tA he an 


days living in Pomona with his widow, Also, he spent part of his high school 
him many stories of her life in As grandmother, Sarah Jane, who told 


1 ' dwest, livi i i 
te , iving at one tim 
cast iron range to cook on. She had a fists tinted ahaha oti 


cle Parr, the Sheriff in Aspen, 
continued to foll ee ne of chet ae 
Ue Wate ee oY tus interest in prog Several books and stories. He 
in life. His wife, Gertrude Anderson, ute Proepscdee fevads, until ee 
esting, and 
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on Service In Pomone 


nercial Relrige 


- prvuBA’ DAILY SENTINEL, 





THORSPAY,.: OCTOBER “20, 
with a number of years and holds. 3! cBGeates 


Y " whe 
presence of a few friends f ik 7 en . 
PERSONALS FROM Lev, Bower, pastor of the Method. | position with! tho’ Virden Packing ae bts 
- i ‘Company. . a 
art : lelating. The bride + 5 
R ie Seal Ce a ‘ an Following. the ceremouy . & six PAR~ “FAK | 
C R . (nes heenmingly gawned in grt course Italian dinner was served to OL 
\ ik grenadine and carried a bOU-ehe dridal party In Hotel p'Italla Cc A | 
‘quez of pink Ls France roxe buds at Ixleton. Mr und Mrs. Kedenan — i Approved by 
R SPOND and ferns. aro spending their honey1a00n at Good Housekeeping 
i The bride {s the daughter of Mr., San Francisco and otiter bay ————————— 
ee vant Mes SM Collins, residents Of points and after returning will i 
Cutler for several yeuts until javt'make their home in Frosno. The 
Recapping Service 
All Sizes 


CUTLER, Oct. 20.<Fricnds hereigpring when the fainlly moved tojbride has a large circle of friends 

have cccelved word of the recent, Isleton, She wat a graduate of in this community who join in ex- 
| Jake’s 
| 
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anarriage of Miss Blanche Collins of. the local gramunanr .school, alxo of! tending sincere congratulations and 
}163 S. Hemilton Ph. wi 
——_—$—$<<=$<$<$————= 











Ialeton and Clarence - Redman of:the Orosi Hixh School and later-best wishes fue cheir futuro hap: 
Fresno* which occurred at the attended Fresno State College, The} pincsa 

home vf the drite’s parcnts In the groom has resiled in Fresno for, ' : 
= = BE = ee “Ll Hare ootess te the 
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‘CLOID W. FARLEY 


__ Representing Americes_—_ 
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Rrs. atte Wire, ate of 
W. Wire and a past chief ot' Py- 
thian Sisters of Pomona, dled early 
this morning at tho old homeplace 
near Chino, to which they return- 
ed Monday for a summer: visit, , 
. Mr, and Mrs, Wire first came ts 
Pomona 32 years ago. .,About sev- 
en years -ago..they moved to the 
'‘Chino‘ranch, and three years ago 
they took up a Homestead at Inyo-. 
kern where they have been living. 

Mrs. Wiro had been In. the best 
of health, 
spent yesterday at the home of a 
daughter, Mrs. E.R. Geddes of. Po-~ 
mona, “Before retiring last night 
she had made plans for visits to- 
day, but a painiess death _Occur=- 
red as she slept. Pea Sede 

Other immediate relatives sur- 
viving beside. Mrs. Geddes and the 
husband, are a son, Harold_C. Wire 
ot New York ‘City; ‘a ‘sister, “Mré: 
Hattle Burch and a brother, R. C. 
Parr, both of Aspen, Cold. Funeral 





= arrangements are to be ‘arranged 
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Q Mrs, Wire and “Mr. 
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after word Is recelved from the 
relatives in the east. 21%) 


“Wire were 
both active In local Pythian ‘cit- 
cles until their departure to TInyo- 
kern. - Mrs. Wire was =!so a well 


known member of tho Oisec ot the 
astern Star. 
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it was thought, and*had_ 
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. oe ‘attor Seni Ae nee 
former home near. Ghino, ona visit, 
Mrs. * Loetta “Wire, ‘wite.! \ot., Frank 


“W..Wire, received: the, last. call. She 


dled early, yesterday ‘morning., The 
end came while’ she was sleeping. 
* Mrs. Wire and her husband took 
up their Fesidence in’. Pomona 32 
years ago. ‘They moved to® ranch 
home near Chiho several-ycars later: 
About three, years‘ ago jthey went 
to live onja homestead at Inyokern. 
Funeral arrangements will be an- 
nounced _when: ‘iword , sis received 
from relatives, "in* the “ast. | Mrs. 
Wire wus a past chief In the Po- 
mona Lodge ofthe Pythian Sisters, 
and was also a’ prominent’ member 
of the Order.of the Eastern Star. 
Among those bereaved by her 
passing are -her daughter, Mrs. 
Geddes, of this city, a son, Larold 
C. Wire, of New York City; a sis- 
ter, Mrs. Hattle Burch, and a 
brother, R. C. Parr, both of Aspen, 
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MRS. LOETTA WIRE 
eral services for. Mrs. Loetta 
» wife of Frank W. Wire, who 
early yesterday morning at 
ir former home near Chino, ‘wili 
;held from the Todd and Reeves 
lapel at 2 p. mi Saturday,’ with 
arial in Pomona cemetery, v.35 + -J 
The Wires came to Pomona ‘32 
ars ago and were residents of the 
Uley until 1919, whon- they , took 
> a homestead at Inyokern. They 
turned here last Monaey, ‘tor a 
immer visit. «+s: 4 “vp + tht te 
Surviving are Mrs. E, R ‘Geddes 
Pomona, a daughter; ‘Harold C. 
‘ire of New York city, a son; 
rs. Hattie Burch and R. C, Parr 
Aspen, Colo.,'a sister and broth- 
, and Mr. Wire. Both were active 
Pythian circles of Pomona, Mrs. 
lro having been a past grand 
fef. She was also a member of 
a Order of the Easlarn Star 
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‘ 


AVANT-PROPOS 
This document translated by Dorothy Creely in 2008-2009, written originally in French. 


Innumerable were the adherents of the doctrine of the Reformation, who left their fatherland for their 
cause of their faith. The largest part who left in the sixteenth century were from lands of Flemish and 
Walloons, fleeing to Germany possessed by the hope of finding a new home on the lands of older 
Protestants, The first place of refuge were principally Aachen, Wesel and Cologne. A fraction of the 
refugees went up against the maritime villages of the north of Germany. The current principal part 
perhaps spread themselves in the south and the west very especially in the Rhine territories. Also , from 
Wesel one finds , at the end of the sixteenth century, and beginning of the seventeenth century quantities 
of villages,, small and large, the Netherlands refugees. These Flemish and Walloons attached themselves 
not to the Lutheran doctrines, but more generally to those of Calvin. 


Especially where they establish themselves , these immigrants give a new push to to commerce, to 
industry; to the beaux arts; but their economic activity annoyed often the inhabitants of the country. Also 
it is mostly the economic reasons, more than the religious reasons, that contributed to the hostility which 
they sometimes manifested in their regards, and stirred up against them new persecutions. This was the 
case a Aachen, at Cologne, at Francfort am Main, where the refugees seized the took in hand the baton of 
peril. Eventually the Thirty Years War affected them also, the displacement of certain established 
émigrés. The immigration of the Netherlands refugees in Germany, has scarcely been studied: the 
gathering of the movement and its effects here offer a material of useful work. A point of departure of a 
parallel work, there will be a great part to find these rare registers of Netherland and Walloon refugees 
which exist now. The use and value of these documents is desirable, will be well received. It forms at the 
same time a precious contribution to the local history and to genealogical researches. 


There do not exist any more, to my knowledge ,more than three registers of the independent Flemish 
communites of the west of Germany: thoseof Frankenthal, which we publish here, those of the secret 
church of Cologne, and those of the Netherlands Church of Hanau. In other villages, such as Wesel, for 
example, the Flemish did not form a particular church; besides the the Flemish did not have a ;proper 
register (Frankfort -sur-le Mein);but did not have besides again the registers are lost. (Oppenheim). 


The neerlandaise church of Frankenthal was composed at the beginning of 58 heads of families, for the 
most part originally from Flanders. They were established at first at Francfort ~sur-le Mein, but had not 
wished to remain, the Lutheran clergy having passed an ordnance against the Calvinist cult. Under the 
leadership of their pastor, Petrus Dathenus, the Flemish Calvinists asked of the Palatine Duke Frederick 
III the small abandoned convent of Frankenthal. The Prince declared and generously concluded with 
them on 13 June, 1562, an accord called “Capitulation”, signed by the hands of 58 heads of families. This 
is conserved in the archives of Frankenthal. As for the signatures they are almost unreadable. They had 
to be reconstituted with the help of other archival documents. 


They are: 


Gone to Glory 


. As a child with a weird last name, Wire, I always felt like why can’t I have a normal last 
name, like Jones or Johnson or Smith. What is this weird last name? Wire. Who are 
we? How do I find out? Grandma, did you come to California in a covered wagon? No 
dear, we came on the train. 


I gathered information mainly from relatives and from the Mormon library resources, 
both here and in Salt Lake City, for many years. I published my findings in 1995, and 
sold 80 copies. After the publication, I began to look at my records, and gradually 
realized that there might be more of a story, if I could go back further in the records, My 
earliest date was in 1660, a marriage in tiny German town on the Rhine, Godramstein, in 
a Reformed Faith Church. What is Reformed Faith? Research UCSC on Reformed 
Faith. The Faith of John Calvin, early French protestant reformer, who had fled to 
Geneva from France, as France began to Kill such ‘heretics’. He was a contemporary of 
Martin Luther scholar priest in Germany, and Ulrich Zwingli, priest in Zurich, 
Switzerland, and George Fox in Scotland, Henry the VIII in Britain. 


It was with great excitement that I began to translate a history of the Frankenthal 
Gemeinde written in German. What is a Gemeinde? It was then an intentional religious 
community, not really a Church, because there was no Reformed Faith Church per se. 
These Frankenthalers were refugees, who had fled the Spanish inquisitors in Flanders 
and Holland. What and where is Flanders? Flanders existed for hundreds of years, 
under the leadership and protection of its many feudal lords. Flanders now is roughly 
Belgium Belgium is a fairly new country created at the close of the eighty years war. 
Holland was the same, ruled by its own feudal lords and also by its rich and productive 
life, agriculturally and trade wise, and fishing. Holland at that time, had already 
reached out to the east indies, to New Holland, now Manhattan and the Hudson river 
valley. Spain had already reached the new world and had brought home to Europe, 
silver, gold, the potato, clover, and Hemp. Henry VIII had already confiscated all the 
Catholic property in England, and made himself head of the Church of England. Spain 
had driven out their conquerors, the Moors by 1492, and the Spanish rulers, proceeded 
to drive out all people of other faiths, Muslim, Jews, and early Lutheran converts in 
northern Spain. 


Through a royal marriage, Spain became the ruler of Flanders and the Netherlands 
about 1523. They began to put in place an inquisition there, just as there had been in 
Spain At first there were few “heretics” killed, and they were people who lived in the 
south of Flanders, near the French border. In France there was already a movement 
underway of a new faith, and these were called Hugenots. Their leader was John Calvin 
and he was forced to flee to Geneva during the crises of faith in France, such as the 
massacre of St. Bartholomews Eve. 1562,1566. Many French fled to Switzerland . In 
Switzerland , in Zurich , was a Catholic Parish priest, Ulrich Zwingli, who had moved 
away from the Mass, and as a parish priest had come to resent and resist effort of the 
Pope to draft members of his congregation to serve in Papal wars. Zwingli was a 
contemporary of the scholar priest in Germany, Martin Luther, who had translated the 


Page 2. 


Bible into German from the ancient languages in which it was written. This was 
published in1523, and the price was low enough that ordinary Germans could read 
scripture in their own language. The occasion of his fall from Papal grace was his 
writing re the indulgences for sale by the Roman Church, a payment in advance Sor sins. 
Luther was tried by a the Spanish in Worms and during the process, Frederick II , ruler 
of Germany had him kidnapped and brought to his protection for Safety. Eventually 
Frederick II confiscated all the properties of the Catholic Church in Germany, just as 
Henry VIII did in England in 1523. But Spain considered themselves as protectors of the 
purity of the Catholic Faith, in partnership with the Pope. The spread of new faiths had 
very much to do with the new printing of bibles,. Tracts etc. 


So, what has that to do with the Weillart family? 
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Gone to Glory (2) 


When does my story begin? Which story:? The story of my curiosity re my maiden name 
, WIRE. What an odd name! What can that name be about? The Tracking down of some 
answers is a story, as well as what I found over a period of years. I published a slim book 
THE WIRE/WEYER FAMILY in 1995 It traced the Wires of southern California back to 
two square miles of Iowa farmlands. On a trip to Iowa, 90 years after great grandfather 
Jacob Wire and family had left, I asked a neighborhood farm, if he had ever heard of Jacob 
Wire. “Old Jake” he pointed with his thumb, “right there, and he never plowed his 
pasture”. .And there was the unplowed pasture. Next we visited old Jacob Wire’s 
farmlands in Wisconsin, from which he had come to Iowa. About 1867. This was during 
the civil war .Was Jacob avoiding participation? I cannot answer that. 


Now who is this Jacob Wire? Were was he born, and who were his parents? Jacob was 
born in Conewago Township, York County, Pennsylvania, about 6 miles north of York, 
PA. Jacob was the oldest and only surviving son of Samuel Weir, and his wife Catherine 
Schmid dutch daughter of farmer “stuttering Schmid.”, who lived and farmed adjacent to 
Samuel’s parents. They married about 1826, (do not know where), and stayed only 3 
years in the Conewago Township area. Samuel had many brothers, and I think he named 
his son, Jacob, for a favorite uncle, Jacob, who had served in the Revolutionary War. 
After the death of his father, Ludwig, and the various heirs had received the shares, they, 
Samuel, Catherine Schmid and little Jacob moved across Pennsylvania, crossed the Ohio 
River by ferry, and went a few miles inland to what is now Warren County , Ohio. There 
Samuel had a dry goods business,...... fabrics! What is that all about? By 1830, the 
Indian troubles in the Northwest Territory had been settled , and many people went out to 
settle on Bounty Lands, left by Revolutionary soldiers who had died. But there was 
cholera in the land, and also malaria, and by 1835 or earlier, Samuel had died. His widow, 
Catherine married George Hake, widower, who had just lost his wife, a sister in law to 
Samuel. George and Catherine stayed in Ohio till 1844, when they moved to Grant 
County, Wisconsin. Jacob grew to manhood there, bought land, and married a neighbor 
woman, Sara Wagoner, in 1854. 

They had three sons there, and moved to Iowa. Catherine Schmid Weyer Hake went with 
them. This was not a happy marriage. How do I know? I have a picture of George and 
Catherine and their offspring, and probably on the occasion of their departure for 
Wisconsin, she ripped it in half, leaving George , what is left of him, sitting in a chair, only 
his arm showing. So they went to Iowa 1867, and left there for California, on the train, 
about 1892. Catherine was buried in Iowa. 


Now we must go backward to Conewago Township and learn about the parents of 
Samuel Weir . Ludwig Weyer (jr) and Maria Elizabeth Muller. I know little, except they 
had a large family, and he had served in the county militia in the Revolutionary War, as 
did his father . Ludwig (jr.) inherited the bulk of his his father’s lands about 1790 and as I 
have said, a distribution in money was made to the rest. So, with father and mother of 
both Samuel and Catherine dead, there was little to hold them. And each had inherited a 


few hundreds of dollars. So off them went to newly opened lands, now free of the fear of 
Indians. 


Now who was the father/mother of Ludwig (jr)? Ludwig the immigrant of 1747. He had 
left Weinheim Germany at age of about 19 years. Ludwig’s mother had died, and there 
was a step-mother in the house, half-brother George had gone to U. Heidelberg to become 
a Reformed Faith minister, and Ludwig may have had other reasons to leave the country. 
There was no farm to inherit. He did not seem to choose the ministry, as his father and his 
brother. Arriving in Philadelphia , and moving on to Lancaster County, where he met and 
married Anna Barbara Fink or Vincent. This young couple moved across the 
Susquehanna River (ferry) and settled in York , then still a part of Lancaster County, but 
later separated out to become York County. Ludwig worked for a baker in York. In 
1755 Anna Barbara’s father died, and Ludwig had been appointed executor of his wife’s 
father’s will . Part of the property was farmland in Conewago, part of which the two 
came to own. By 1765 they had been there for a few years, and with a growing family 
desired a local church in which to worship;instead of a going 6 miles with children to York 
on Sunday. With others Ludwig bought several acres, and a church was built probably by 
a small congregation of Reform Faith parishioners, called Quickel’s Church. There is a 
cemetery there where family members are buried. York when we visited there last still 
looked like a colonial age town. 


Ludwig the immigrant, born 1728 in Kaiserslautern, Germany, grew up in the household 
of hisfather, Jacob ,a Reform Faith Pfarrar or minister. His father Jacob served in 
Hinzweiler, out of Kaiserslautern, and other cities situate upon the Rhine, and ended up 
inWeinheim, on the east side of the Rhine, serving a population of descendants of Dutch 
and Flemish refugees . Did he speak both Flemish and German or Dutch? We do not 
know. The church in which he served still stands, and it is adjacent to Judenstrasse. Wish 
I knew more about that population. Perhaps they had been heirs of refugees from the 
Spanish Iniquisition both in Spain and in Flanders and the Netherlands.Brother George, 
who left to go to U. Heidelberg to become a Reform Faith minister. U. of Heidelberg was 
the oldest university in Germany, and it was begun by the Catholics, but after the 
Reformation became property of Germany. It sits on the banks of the Neckar River, which 
flows into the Rhine. 


Now, we must ask, who were the parents of Pfarrrar Jacob Weyer? Jacob Weyer was the 
son of shoemaker and bookbinder, George Weyer, born in Godramstein in 1667, and 
baptized there in the Reformed Faith Church. Godramstein is on the west side of the 
Rhine, and from its hills we looked down over the fields and fields of grape vines, to the 
river below, and the Rhine port city of Spire. Godramstein is on the Weinstrasse to 
Kaiserslautern. A 1600 census of it, numbered 110 people including the court reporter. 
There is still a small, very old walled-off part of this tiny place, attesting to its 
vulnerability. The father and mother of George were Johan Adam Weyer, and his wife 
from Zweibrucken Magdalena Riebel, daughter of Nicolas Riebel, a city manager from 
there. Johan Adam and Magdalena Riebel had by 1674, 6 children, the youngest, 3 yr. old 
George Weyer. In 1674 there was French invasion of the Rhinelands and somehow Johan 


Adam and little 5 yr old Nicolas both died in that same year, as well as Magdalena’s 
mother, and a nephew of 16. Anna Magdalena a widow, married a man Henry Munch , a 
shoemaker, living in a town close to Heidelberg on the east side of the Rhine. So two of 
the boys of Magdalena learned the shoemaker trade, and later the bookmaker trade. 
George married and his wife gave birth to Jacob, who became the minister. 


Let us go back again to ask who were the parents of Johan Adam Weyer killed in 1674 in 
Godramstein.? The parents of Johan Adam, born 1632, d. 1674 were Johannes Weyer and 
his wife Anna Marie Freypfennig, both born in Frankenthal. Their parents had arrived in 
Frankenthal as refugees from Flanders and the Netherlands. Johannes born about 1590, 
and Anna Marie Vrypfennig in 1604. In Frankenthal. Johannes and Anna Marie were 
married in 1623 in Frankenthal, and moved to Bellheim, outside of Annweiler where 
Johann was a city clerck. Johannes’ father and mother were also living in Annweiler. 
Who were they: Johannes Weyer, retired city clerck of Frankenthal., and earlier than that 
a court reporter in Eupen/Walhorn in the courtroom of his future father in law, Johan 
Heusche. This Johannes and wife Elizabeth Heusche had to flee Walhorn at time of the 
Spanish military actions against nearby Aachen, Maastricht,and Eupen. In 1584. 
Elizabeth’s father, Judge Johan Heusche had been fired from his post for holding heretical 
views , and he died naturally in 1579. , the same year that Maastricht was besieged by the 
Spanish and fell into their hands. Judge Heusche’ father Heini was a feudal Lord at 
Walhorn/Eupen, and in 1751, the Spanish drove out the three hundred serfs who had lived 
there for generations. Perhaps they became refugees to Frankenthal also. We do not 
know their names. The historian reporting this, is obviously appalled by the loss of these 
lands and dwellings to the foreigners, the Spanish. He mentions that they had been farmed 
for a very long time. 


Johannes Weyer (wife Elizabeth Heusche) court reporter, was born perhaps in Antwerp 
about 1550, where his father, Abraham Weyer, was a printer. Antwerp was brutally 
sacked inl1577 by mutineering Spanish soldiers of Phillip I. (Antwerp was besieged and 
burned in 1584, and many of its citizens fled to Frankenthal. What does besieged mean? 
The city was cut off from food, water (as far as possible) , trade, and assistance 

But we get ahead of our story. After 1577, Abraham and his family moved to 
Valenciennes in Flanders then, and now in France. See map. Why Valenciennes? 
Probably because it was known to be full of recently converted Calvinists, and because the 
Weyer family had a feudal landholding there, called Fromontay. (This may mean ‘grain 
farm.) We know from history books that during the 13" and 14" centuries Europe’s 
population was decimated by deaths from the plagues. Up to one-half of the population 
died . This meant a shortage of labor to farm the large feudal lands. Wages went up. 
Much land became impossible to farm, without the labor of serfs. It also meant that the 
offspring of these feudal lords had to find occupations other than farming. Just as 
Abraham had done, as a printer in a big city, Antwerp. There had been such uprisings 
against the Spanish in Valenciennes, that the ruler decided to house troops in the home of 
citizens, to control them, in their exercise of their Calvinist faith. On Holy days , as 
statues of the saints were paraded through the streets, they staged counter parades 
through the streets, stopping in front of churches and abbeys and saying ‘naughty prayers’. 


Besides , they had begun hearing their 


reachers outside of ity i : 
so-called Hedge Preaching rie (li p utside of the city in the countryside, the 


0- e Spanish ran out of money for all this, and th 
citizens raised a large sum, and offered it to the ruler, Margaret of Parma, to an the 


Spanish soldiers. This was done, and Spain began to realize their mission here was going 
to be very expensive. Spain was receiving shipments of gold and silver from the new 
world by this time. But the many executions of Flemish and Dutch citizens, estimated at 
20,000by 1566, had made peaceful rule there problematic. Citizens were on the verge of 
widespread mutiny against their rulers, When Phillip II of Spain succeeded his father, Karl 
V. he put in place a new even more harsh edict against heresy, with the backing of the 
Pope. Before that time, local Bishops had determined those guilty of heresy. 


Here is the text of that edict: (p.133-34, Motley) The Edict of 1550 upon the occasion of 
Phillip II. To sovereignty , after Karl V. resigned. “No one shall print, write, copy, 
conceal, sell, buy, or give in churches, streets or other places, books or writing by Martin 
Luther, Ecolampedius, Ulrich Zwingli, Martin Bucer, John Calvin or other heretics 
reprobated by the Holy Church, .....nor break nor otherwise injure the images of the Holy 
Virgin or canonized saints...nor in his house hold conventicles or illegal gatherings or be 
present at any such in which the adherents of the above mentioned heretics, teach, 
baptize and form conspiracies against the Holy Church and the general welfare ...such 
perturbators of the general quiet are to be executed to wit: the man with a sword and the 
woman to be buried alive if they do not persist in their errors, and if they do persist in 
them, then they are to be executed with fire, and all their property being confiscated to 
the crown. Failure to report suspected are liable to same punishment. An informer shall 
be entitled to one-half the property of the accused. (the edict forbids judges to alter or 
moderate these policies on pain of being declared forever incapable of civil and military 
office, and being arbitrarily punished. The edict to be published every six months in 
every city and village.” 


Phillip left the Netherlands in 1559 leaving local sovereign , his sister, Margaret of Parma. 
The Papal inquisitors were not subject to the civil authority, rather the civil authority , to 
them. 


Preface: Motley, The Dutch Republic 1883. “The rise of the Dutch Republic must be 
ever regarded as one of the leading events of modern times...itself an organized ;protest 
against ecclesiastical tyranny and universal empire. The Republic guarded with sagacity, 
at many critical periods in the world’s history, that balance of powers, which among 
civilized states, ought to be identical with the scales of divine justice. The splendid empire 
of Charles V. was built upon the grave of liberty. Courage and skill in political and 
military combinations enabled William the Silent to overcome the most powerful and 
unscrupulous monarch of his age. (Eventually) 


But, back to our story re the court reporter Johannes Weyer, who married about 1580, 
perhaps in Walhorn, the daughter of the judge Elisabeth Heusche, whose father Johan 
Heusche had been relieved of his post by the Spanish, due to suspected tendencies of 
sympathy for the heretics. Johan Heusche’s father, Heini Heusche, was a feudal Lord of 


beam na Eupen, south of Aachen, who died in 155 b Three of his five sons were 

y the panish. , and the three hundred people in Kettenis, serfs and their families 
were driven out by the Spanish troops. History does not tell us what happened to them 
But we know that Johan Weyer and his wife, Elizabeth show up as refugees in 
Frankenthal His brother Bartholomeus Heusche also goes to Frankenthal. There had 
been a group of families who took refuge in Frankfort, under protection of Frederick III, 
and lived there 1572-1576, when these refugees, mostly Calvisists were given the choice 
of converting to being Lutheran or leaving. Johan Casimir, brother of Frederick Ill, ruled 
the Rheinpfalz , on West side of the Rhine. On account of the several plagues, as 
mentioned, there were empty lands, and as it happened empty religious houses of monks 
and nuns, taken over by Frederick II., at time of Luther. The Calvinist group was invited 
to live there, and the keys were given over to their elected pastor, Peter Van den Berg, 
aka Peter Dathenus, An ex priest from Ypres, who had left his order after the execution of 
two religious brothers at Ypres. There were two cloisters in Frankenthal, a large and a 
small, and lands to be cultivated for food. Johan Casimir wanted productivity in his lands, 
and these Flemish and Dutch were known for their hard work and entrepreneurship.My 
knowledge of these refugees and their families is known from the church records of 
Frankenthal, births, deaths, marriages, from the records of the Dutch church at 
Frankenthal, and from books of martyrs published years after these many deaths. 


But, who were the parents of Johan Weyer? Abraham Weyer, printer of Antwerp and 
later Valenciennes. His first wife, mother of Johan Weyer, court reporter, was Catherine 
Varlut, daughter of Francois Varlut a noble , and his wife Marie 

Boudowyn , of the ancient Boudowyns of Ypres. (see map) The Boudowyn estate at 
Ypres had been destroyed by the Vikings in 800, but the town had been built up again into 
commercial profitability of lace-making and weaving. Catherine’s father Francois Varlut, 
a noble who had assisted William of Orange, was executed by the Spanish in 1562. Also 
executed the same day and place was the young brother of Abraham, 24 year old, 
Alexander Weillart AKA du Pont. 


The parents of Abraham were Adrian Weyer or van den Weyer, and his wife, Mechtildt 
Mondeghen. (I believe her real name was St. Aldegond, of St Aldegond, for they had a 
daughter Aldegonde and a son Aldegond. Adrian was an artist, and his brother Jerosme 
Weyer, who called himself Jerosme del la Plume, worked together . Jerosme, as printer of 
Adrian’s works. They had been hired while they lived in Antwerp by the Jesuits to create 
pictures , to bring people back to the Holy faith. But after the brutal sack of Antwerp by 
Spanish soldiers in mutiny for back pay, Antwerp was stripped of its riches and 7,000 of 
them were killed. Many fled. 


It seems improbable but Adrian and Mechtidt were martyred by the Spanish .in 
Valenciennes, as well as their son Josse Weyer; Michael Weyer his brother was exiled and 
lost all property. Josse and Adrian lost their goods also. A son Andre was martyred. He 
had become a courier of messages between Emden and Valenciennes, and was caught with 
letters to deliver. , between the refugees in Emden and their families in Valenciennes. The 
Spanish referred to the confiscation of property income as their “Spanish silver mine”. All 


confiscations went to the crown. 


Adrian and Jerosme and others, were sons of a well-known judge of - 

, Jan Weillart and his wife Elizabeth Cassander of Brugges. Tha Sclieenes’e Biers i 
current writings, especially of the still living, Luther, of Wittenberg, Calvin, of Geneva, 
and Zwingli of Zurich, He even hired a librarian. He probably bought these books from 
his older brother William Weyer of Ghent , a book dealer, and part time preacher of the 
new faith and baptizer. He too was eventually killed, as a martyr. William called himself 
le Plungeon, which probably means the baptizer. Jan the judge pursued his son, Cornelis 
Peter Weyer , who also had adapted the new faith,and became a Calvinist, preacher,and 
died a natural death in Duisberg in 1584. Jan had another brother, Hans Van den Weyer, 
who became a minister, trained at Univ. of Heidelberg, and served in the RheinPfalz. Died 
in 1568 


I have not elected to go beyond the history of this last generation. It can be inferred that 
the “children” of Jan read the books in their home., Jan privately to professional 
colleagues, deplored the harsh punishments of these heretics or Ketters, as they were 
called, but felt strongly that they were a menace to social order. 


The first defeat of the Spanish took place in Brell, where they lost a significant part of 
their fleet. Their entire flotilla , called the Spanish Armada, was lost in 1588 in a storm in 
the English Channel, thwarting their plans to invade Britain. After their successful seige of 
Haarlem in Holland in 1574, and the butchering of the surrendering inhabitants, they 
moved on to beseige nearby Leiden, After 8 months, cut off from food and help, the city 
fathers of Leiden, elected to open their dikes, and flood the surrounding lands, turning 
them back into mud choked channels, which the Spanish found impossible to deal with 
militarily. So they departed south, and moved on to again beseige Antwerp, a river port, 
and prosperous city. Antwerp was left in ruins, hundreds of homes burned, population 
killed, and refugees to flee,as they could. 


Spain besieged Maastricht in 1579, and took it after a long seige. But the costs of 
stamping out heresy to defend the Holy Faith was beginning to run the Spanish into debt, 
,and troop payments were often in arrears, leading to more sacking of cities to take 
whatever the troops could find, and to kill at will. There are 37 recorded revolts of the 
unpaid Spanish soldiers. Another fascinating story. The official Spanish records of these 
revolts, and the amounts owed to individual named soldiers, still exists in the library in 
Spain. 


In 1566 Williamof Orange, William the Silent, estimated that there had been 20,000 killed 
in Flanders and Holland since 1532. He and other nobles went together to plead with 
Margaret of Parma, then the ruler for Spain ,quartered at the capitol, Brussels, to remove 
the inquisition, pledging loyalty to the crown, and obedience. They greatly feared a 
general uprising . Margaret became increasingly red faced and agitated as they spoke. A 
Count Brederode rose and said to her “Surely Madame, you are not afraid of a bunch of 
beggars “or Guize ,as the Spanish soldiers referred to the Flemish and Dutch . Retiring to 


a private dining room, to discuss what had happened, kno 
mission, Count Brederode took a wooden be 


it, he said “Now we are all beggars“. And the beggars b 


Margaret pleaded with her brother in Spain, Phillip II, to send troo 
population. The Duke of Alva was sent with 9,000 soldiers, to be 
cities and town, to maintain order. 


Ps to control the unruly 
quartered in the major 


But before their arrival by ship, and by March 1566, the dreaded events took place. The 
famous iconoclasms took place in Flanders and in Holland. Hundreds of churches and 
abbeys were entered by angry men, holding heavy batons, with which they proceeded to 
smash the statues of Mary and the saints, smash the baptismal fonts, tear down the 
tapestries and paintings. The scene was recorded by an artist. showing downed paintings 
and tapestrys. . No one was hurt or injured , according to eye witnesses sTeliable 
Valenciennes Catholic witnesses. . And their was no looting. No priests or nuns were 
injured. The reaction of the arriving Duke of Alva was immediate, to occupy the cities 
and towns; In addition, Antwerp was ordered to finance and build a fort there for the 
housing and safety of the Spanish soldiers, at the expense of those who were to be tamed 
and humiliated. 


Meanwhile, the converts to Calvinism multiplied. Spain’s fortunes were becoming 
depleted in this long effort. They were growing weary of killing. 


By this time in my fact gathering, I knew that these Weillarts were probably living in 
Valenciennes, having abandoned Antwerp. The churches of Valenciennes, and the Abbey , 
Fontanelle, a very old Cistercian Abbey, were similarly wrecked. Valencienees had been 
know for some time as a center of Calvinist conversions, under pastors sent by John 
Calvin from Geneva. The pastors were, of course, killed. It was forbidden to hold 
Calvinist worship in the towns, and so the people, eager to ear the new faith preached, 
gathered in the countryside to hear the ministers, so-called ‘Hedge Preaching. After the 
quartering of Spanish soldiers in Valencienne’ homes, there was a temporary stop to this 
practice. But the town leaders knew that the government was again short of money, so 
they offered a significant sum to Margaret to buy off these soldiers, to order them to 
leave. She accepted. Other cities were not so fortunate. 


But we must get back to our story. Adrien Weillart and his brother Jerosme Weillart, 
artist and printer, now in Valenciennes, , cooperated with William of Orange to hold 
together an alliance of the nobles, to rescue besieged cities. Adrien Weillart was 
executed, as were his wife ,Mechtildt Mondeghen , sons Josse and his wife, Jacob , 
Michael who was banished. Jersosme fled with family members. o Frankfurt and later to 
Frankenthal. , where they show up in the church records there. Brothers of Jerosme and 
Adrien, Antoine van Houter and wife Grietkin Vincent, and Cornelis Jacob Weillart, also 


were publicly executed, Who is their father and who is their m i 
aforementioned, strict judge of Ghent (1484-1556). He later ica a ~ wipe i 
councilmen of Ghent. He was a friend of Erasmus, famous humanist, professor at aia 
University. Privately, to his colleagues, Jan expressed some sorrow re the harsh 
punishments of the ketters and beggars, but felt that the need for social order superceded 
strictly justice requirements.I realize I am repeating what the reader already knows. But it 
bears repeating here. As I have related too, Judge had had a library of current books and 
tracts by the Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, and others. One can guess that the children of the 
strict judge read these books, and liked what they absorbed. Perhaps they had heard as a 
guest in their home, the famous Erasmus, who :“welcomed the new", especially the 
findings of the Danish Copernicus, who dared to teach that the earth was not the center of 
the universe, and in fact, revolved around the sun. 


(Only in the last six months has the Holy Church forgiven the heretic, Galileo Galilei., after 
nearly 500 years.) But I digress. Doing this research, I have often digressed into 
fascinating topics, such history of weaving and dyeing, history of printing, history of the 
new crops brought into the Old World by the early Spanish explorers. Another digression 
necessary to understand the confusing vital records of the church, which enabled me to 
assemble families with some assurance of accuracy, was to learn to read the names, 
knowing that these were Flemish names, transcribed and written down by French or Dutch 
-speaking pastors. I took into account that they were still hiding from Spanish spies, 
attested to by the number refugees, giving their occupation as ‘bodyguards’. Many names 
were changed slightly , or not so slightly. For example Is L’Ardenois same name as 
Arandoux? Not sure. 


Nicknames were very common, and especially for females. Guilliaume is William, or 
even Gillis. His daughter is Gillette. Samuel is diminutive of Simon, and becomes as a 
female name, Simmone. Elisabeth is Loysa, or Isabeau, or Betkin, and she may be the 
daughter of Louis, sometimes spelled Lucas. Johan is Jan, Jehan, Jean, Hans, and their 
daughter are named Jeanne, Jehanne. Peter’s daughter may be Prointgen. Catherine’s 
daughter is Callekin. Marie’s daughter is Maiken, or Maroye. Cornellis’daughter is 
Nellekin. Anthoine’s son is Antoni, land his daughter is Anthoinette. Jakob is Jacob or 
sometimes Isaac, meaning ‘little Jacob’. Paul’s daughter isPauline. Adrien’s daughter is 
Adrienne, and his son , often Andres. Anne is very common as Annekin. Gertrude is 
Grietkin, Cassander’s son might be Alexander. Martin becomes Martine or Martina, or 
Martha. Augustine may have a daughter, Augusta, which become Aguieese as nickname. 
There is much to decipher as I attempt to make sense of the records. 


There are marriage rules: a man married his niece, his sister’s daughter or his brother’s 
daughter. A widow or widower remarried within weeks. A widowed woman resumes her 
maiden name,.....sometimes, not always. 


There are naming rules for children. Especially in Frankenthal, names were urged to be 
biblical, and often these were Old Testament names,..... but a few New Testment names 
are found there, such as Emmanuel, Peter, Paul. The first son of a couple must be named 


for the grandfather (paternal), and the second son is named for the father of the birth 
mother, The first daughter is named for the mother of the birth mother, and the second 
daughter is named for the mother of the birth father. Except, when the birth mother dies: 
if she gives birth to a son, it is named for her father, and if it is a girl, it is named for dead 
birth mother. Baptisms are well attended by grandparents and aunts and uncles. Usually 
there are no middle names; the exception is if a child is named for the ruler, e.g., Johan 
Casimir Weyer. Since academic degrees were unknown, an educated person could end 


his name with ius. E.G., Petrus Dathenus is one such ‘academic’ appelation. Real name 
was Peter Van den Berg. 


During the time of this story , there were two Popes, one in Rome, , called Urban. And 
one in Avignon, called Clemence. Flemish were mostly Urbanistes. Both Clemence and 
Urban/Orban were sometimes used as given names. 
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A biographic history of the Clemmer family. 


Written by Dr Joseph Neal Clemmer Clarksville Iowa 1900. 


The facts I am about to relate were given to me by my Granfather- Jacob Clemmer - when I 


was a small boy - living near Fairchance Furnace Fayette Co. Pennsylvania. I 
was born Aug. 22" 1826. 


Our family was originally French - and the name was Klammar' - but it was changed to 


Glemmer - giving it an English termination. Our ancestors were descenters from 
the Catholic church - Huguenots. In the latter part of the 15" century} the King 
of France conceived the idea of bringing all his subjects into the Catholic 
faith & in accordance to the custom of the time, an appeal to arms was the out- 
come. The Huguenots % others armed and resisted. 


They lived in the mountainous districts of France and were a hardy and thrifty people - 


peaceable and loyal to the King in political matters, but, when it came to dictat- 
ing to them in what they should believe in ecclesiastical matters, that was 
another thing and a war of unusual violence was the result. After the French had 
xmet with a number of reverses and heavy losses, the King decided to at leastifor 
the present, conclude an armistace and proclaim peace. 


Now comes one of the most damnable pieces of treachery that blackens the pages of history- 


There 


namely- the Massacre of whet is known in history as thatt of Saint Bartholemew's 
Eve - an account of which you can find in any reliable history. 

The leading men of the Clemner family lost their lives in that terrible 
massacre - to relate the particulars of which would take more time and labor than 
I feel would be profitable. 

Immediately after the massacre the French government forbid any one leaving 
the country. The priests came with the cross and said "Bow to this"- the soldiess 
followed with the sword and on refusal, the word was "Take this"- and that 
meant death. 


were three familys - Clemmer Naphf and Blosser - that lived in the same valley 
and were great friends. They united and made a strike for liberty - cut their way 
thro' the cordon of French soldiers and made their way, or rather escape, into 
Prussia and Switzerland. Our folks into Switzerland - settled in Zurah and there 


the name was changed to Clenmer. What authority there was in changing the name 
I am not able to say. 


My great-grenfather (Andrew) I believe, caue to America when but a young man with the 


Blossers and Naphfs. He married a Nephf> and settled in the town of York in York 
Co Pa. He was a blacksmith by trade but when the Revolution broke out, he closed 


his shop, joined Washington's army and served to the close of the contest - but 
did not live long after. 


Now as to the part my greet granmother took in gaining our freedom - she spun the wool, 


wove the cloth and made her husband his first uniform- and did so every year he 
was gone. She and her two boys cultivated a small patch of ground- rented the 
shop - end from the vegetables they raised, and what the boye earned at small 
jobs they managed to live reasonably we!l for them. ; 


tne two boys = Andrew ond Jacob ~ Andrew was twelve and Jacob ten at the breaking out 


of the war - Andrew wes a stay at home, but Jacob spent most of his time in the 
British army - selling doughnuts to the soldiers and picking up any newa he 

could cerry to Washington. I have heard him say thet he was but thirteen years 

016 when he first commenced to spy. He carried on for two years before the British 
suspected him and hed him arrested. When he wae in the aruy, he could not talk 
Englieh ~ et4-ke- end when they took him before en officer, all he could say 

wee "nix for steay"- which mesnt he could not understand, 





TJacoh Clenuner 
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ly they got an interpreter who was an officer. He asked him a great many questions 
about Washington, but he knew nothing about him, He then told him to leave the 
camp and if he ever came back he would have him shot. He would laugh when telling 
it and say he felt rather streaked. He reported it to Gen'l Washington and he 
told him not to go’any more. He asked for a gun - the General got him one and 
gave it to him and he took his place by the side of his father in the renks. 


He was then sixteen years old and served to the end of the war. He was in the siege of 
Yorktown and in the charge which compelled Cornwallace to surrender, giving us 
our Independence. He seemed never to weary of telling of thet event, and it is 
not to be wondered at - for it was one of the greatest events in the history of 
our country - equal to the surrender at Appomatox. 


When Jacob grew to manhood he married Anna Blosser. They loaded their household goods on 
two pack horses, and with others, took the trail across the Alleghenies for what 
was then known enly as the great back woods - now western Pa and West Virginia. 

He built his cabin near the banks of the Monongehele river - took his gun on 
his shoulder and with a hatchet (then called a tomahawk) marked out whet land he 
thought he would need - drove the Indians away and the government gave him a deed. 


It wes a long struggle between the early settlers and the Indiens: but "poor Lo" has had 
to go. I could relate many of his adventures with the Indiens - but will tell 
only a small part as I remember now clearly after so many years. 


When they lended in the western country, they took up their quarters in Fort Swerengen - 
this they had to do on eccount of the Indians. All the families in the neighbor- 
hood had to do this. The Indians never molested them in the winter - they would 
chop down the timber, clearing up the land where they intended to build their 
house and when it was dry enough it was set afire and burned. 


The men generally had all they could do to watch the Indians. Scouts were constantly on 
the lookout and if they discovered a trail- the alerm was given end every thing 
was put in order. An armed body of men at once took the trail and a reguler gane 
of hide end seek would take place. The Indians were as good at eddie > as the ii 
whites and when they met it was a fight to the death. S 


The whites being better ermed than the Indians, they were too me fone them - nd | 
- fear enee - - the indians alraye cane encumbered with their awe & d chi 
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us oupany was formed and started in He ao of ees When it) Ns eave 
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I will relate one more incident that took place west of the Monongehela river. I relate 
it from the fact, it was the last invasion the Indians made in that country. A 
man named Corbin was an early settler on Whitly creek. For the protection of his 
family and the few neighbors who lived near by, they had built a large strong fort 
and had surrounded it with a heavy stockade. 


The Indians took this as an offence and determined to kill Corbin and his family. They 
made a number of attecks upon it but were repulsed with heavy losses. This enreged 
them and they determined to have revenge. : 


In the mean time, the settlers had come in fast. The Americans had teken possession of 
Fort Duquesne (now Pittsburg)and the Indians' means of obtaining supplies were cut 
off. They were compelled to take refuge west of the Ohio river and for two years 
there had been no signs of Indiens, and the whites had become a little careless as 


to scouting. They depended on a class of men celled hunters, and they were not 
much better than the Indians. 


Three Indians eluded the scouts - came to the Whitly creek and cemped on top of the hill 
across the creek where they could have a clear view of Corbin's house and grounds 
around it. They could see him at work, but shey- he always carried his gun and they 
were afraid to attack him. How long they were there, no one knows, fot they had 
sunk a hole in the ground so they could make a fire and not be seen. 


Corbin was a Baptist preacher. A small log church had been built and on this Sunday morn 
ing, he and his family - a wife two daughters and a son - sterted to church. 

When the Indians saw them coming thro the clearing and Corbin not armed - now 
was the time. They could pass dow the hill - cross the creek - go up thro the 
brush without him seeing them. They had gone some distance from the house, when 
Gorbin discovered he had forgotten his hymn book and turned back to get it. As he 
came out of the house he heard three guns crack - well he knew whet that meant. 


= 
oy 
nN 


He grabbed his gun and called to his large savage dog to"go". He could hear the screans 
of the boy -— one Indian had shot* him and missed him - but the mother and oldest girl 
were killed. The youngeet girl hid in the brush. The boy, with his hatchet and dog 
were holding the Indian at bay, when Corbin ceme running towerd them. The Indian 
turned and ran and just as he came to the bush where the girl was hiding, she - 
thinking the Indians had gone - stepped out and he scalped her and mede his escape. 


The girl was not seriously hurt, but the wound in her scalp never healed. The alarm was 
given and in a few hours e posse' was on their trail. They followed them as long as 
they could see, hoping to overtake them as they got to the river, but they were 
just a minute too late. They were across and out of range of the guns. Granpap wa6 
one of the pugssuing party and he had a long range gun. One of the Indians stood 
there patting on the seat of his blanket. "He laid down and the others carried hin 
awey" was the way granpap used to tell it. 


I have been particular in relating this for as I said, it was the last time that the 
Indians attempted to invade thet country. I have seen the old church and gone to 
meting there - have also seen the old Fort and the greves of the Gorbin family. 


t do not know as this will be of enough interest for you to read it, but I wanted to 
tell you of theee two incidents, to give you some idea of how our forefathers had 
to contend with the relentless savages. But he has gone and the white man is in 


his place, enjoying the fraite of the toil and privation of the early settler of 
our wonderfull country. 


They hed little idea of what they were doing, or the foundation they were laying for 
whet hae followed. 


IV 


It was about 1802 or 1803 when granpap came to the greet back woods, but on his arrival 
he and his wife and baby took up their abode in the Swerengen fort - the baby was 
my father, Jasper Clemmer. The fort was built by a company of men that hed come 
from Maryland, or the western part of what is Maryland now - most of them were 
Welch and the Zarley (Zerley) family was among them - it was built the same as all 
the other forts and in the summer time the families had to take refuge there. 


Others who had helped build the fort, were people of Scotch-Irish descent, who hed come 
from northern Ireland on account of religious persecution. They were Protestants 
(Presbyterians) and the mames of some of them were Neal (Neil)- Kilpatrick - Gilkey~ 
and Swerengen. 


When granpap got there with his little colony - Blossers - Keggeys and Bairds- it made 
‘quite an addition to the fort, but they were more than glad to receive them. The 
women and children were compelled to keep within the stockade or near it. The men 
were divided into squads - scouts and choppers. The choppers cut down the timber 
and cleared up the land. The stock. consisted of horses cows and sheep - which had 
to be brought into the stockade every night for fear of the Indians. 


My granmother Neal (my mother was Delileh Nea: - her father was Wn Neal and her mother 
was Delilah McClure) was either born in the fort, or came there when a very small 
child, for her earliest reccollections were connected with it. The old fort was 
about all gone when I came on the scene of action - but the old men and women were 
there to tell their experiences of the early days. 


I have often heard my father say,,the only way he would know when Sunday cane, his mother 
would make coffee for breakfast. Occasionally a preacher would come along and preach 
a sermon or two for then. 


I went to school in the same old log school house my father learned his letters in. It 
was an old delapidated house when I went to school in it - the seats were made out 
what they called puncheons - trees split ~ smoothed off a little and legs put on - 
no backs. What would the children do now if they had to sit on that kind of seats 
from eight to twelve and one till four, without any intermission? 


The teacher sat on a high stool with a long stick, convenient to use on the most trifling 
occasion. But it was not long till the Free School System was adopted - but not till 
after a hard fight and then our schools were all right. The little log school house 
served its day — such men as Lincoln, Buchanan Blaine and many others, got their 
start in the little log school house. 


I sve often wished those relics of the past had been preserved - the old forts - and 
old churches - so that we could now look on them. What a curiosity they would be. 
But the people who built them were glad enough to get better, and when they 

got out of them, they were let go to decay. I think hardly a man could be found 


today who could tell where Fort Swerengen was located, or in fact, knows there 
was such a place. 


The Cleamer family has been represented in every war the United States has been engaged 
in - except the war with Spain - I am not sure whether any of our relatives were in 
it or not. Mike Gleamer was killed at Cold Harbor in the grand charge the 18" of 
June 1664. Iwas in the same dreadful charge. 
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By Mrs Della Cleamer Cutter Castana Iowa 192/1 
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This slim volume 0 
into the history of t 
American saga of struggle, 


happiness. 
Our engrossing story begins in Germany during the 


Thirty Years’ War. This 17th century setting amongst 
the religious strife of the Reformation and its aftermath 
leads us inexorably on to our ancestor Ludwig Weyer’s 
intrepid migration to Pennsylvania. From there the 
family seems to trace the generations of our nation’s 
history as it moves ever westward, meeting difficulty 
after difficulty with bravery, resolve and 
determination. To Ohio. To Wisconsin. To Iowa. And 
on to California. 

This is indeed a wonderful story of just one small 
part of the heroic and enduring epic that created the 
United States of America. 





Dorothy Wire Creely has researched her family’s history 
with determination and a close attention to detail, to 
produce an invaluable study spanning 10 generations. It 
includes over 60 photographs, maps and ei, tions 
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